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children plared in better eircumstances. A
mere regulation is made te prevent the pos-
tal authorities from extending the con-
sideration 1 desire to the children in the
outer parts of the State. That regulation
is to stand paramount and be imposed to
the disadvantage of the State and of little
children. One can hardly imagine a Federal
Department allowing, in this hard-hearted
fashion, a regulation to he applied to the
detriment of the rizing generation. Pressure
should be brought to bear on the postal
authorities with a view to rectifying the
position. The attitude of the Postal Depart-
ment is petty and avaricious. Already the
department ean do the work without extra
cost, and. merely for the sake of a few
pounds, the State Fducation Department is
to be forced to shoulder extra expense, or
the little children in the country are to bhe
robbed of the personal touch that means so
much to them. This sort of thing shows
the lack of co-ordination that exists between
the efforis of State and Yederal Depari-
ments. If such o regulation were to be ap-
plied to children in the city, especially to
those in a city in the Eastern States, there
would be an appalling outery. The action
taken by the postal anthorities indicates an
utter disregard for the uplift of the masses
through the channels of edueation, and this
is the only channel throngh which educa-
tion can come to the litile children 1 have
in mind. T would remind membhers of what
an eminent Awerican stadent, Whittier,
said when he wrote—-
Man is merc than Constitution,
Better rot beneath the sod

Than be true to Constitution,
And be dounblvr false to God.

That is what is heing done regarding the
little children in the outhack eentres, when
they arve compelled to suffer because of a
postal regulation.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Tirew—Central) [6.11]: T have no objectinn
to the motion. On the other hand, I am
very pleased that it has been moved. I
have the necessary papers with me and,
should the motion be agreed to, I shall have
much pleasure in placing them on the
Table.

Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [6.12]:1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Tuesday, the 15th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read praycrs.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMBER.

Mr. W. M. Marshall (Murchison) took
and subseribed the catlt and signed the roll.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL BANK,
Projected Royal Commission,

Mr. MANN  asked the JMinister for
Lands: Does he intend to extend the scope
of the Royal Commission on the Agrienl-
tural Bank to that of other mortgagees?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS replied
No.
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BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
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2, Road  Distriets

(No. 1j.

Transmitted te the Couneil.

Act  Amendment

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 3rd Aungust.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.33): When the
Treasurer introduced this Bill, together with
the taxing measure which bas close appli-
cation to this one, it took him only nine
minutes to inform the House all ahout these
two piecas of legislation. T presume he
thought the old axiom that the less said about
this kind of thing the easier it is to explain,
was applicable to the situation, He did not
tell us all there was to tell about this legis-
lation. Those on this side fully realise that
the Treasurer will find it necessary to get
additional revenue to meet his commitments
for the year, but I think the outside pub-
lie will be keenly disappointed at the rein-
troduction of this legislation, even on the
omended scale. I emphatically protest
against this legisiation being introduced he-
fore the Estimates have been brought down,
It is not fair that we should be asked to
pass a taxing measnre withont first being
informed as to how the money is to be ex-
pended. I suppose this must be the first
time on record that legislation of this nature
has been bhrought down before the Esti-
maies were submiited. Probably the Pre-
mier will plead as an excuse the ground of
urgency.,

The Minister for Works:
excuse; it is a reason. )

My, LATHAAM: But this revenue will he
collectable for the whole of the year.

The Minister for Works: No, not on
wapres,

Mr. LATHAM: We will deal with that
aspect later. I think the Minister has failed
to realise what the legislation really is. I
hope you, Mr. Speaker, will excuse me if
I have to delve a little into the notes T have
prepared for the taxing measure, for it is
very difficult to separate the two Bills. Per-
zonally T would prefer fo have the diseus-
sion of both Bills on this assessment mea-
sure. The Minister said just now that the

That is not an
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plea of urgency is a very sound ome. We
have been together in the Chamber for more
than three weeks of this session, and all
that the House wanted to know was the
Premier's plan for ftinancing the yemr’s
operations, what his cstimated expen-
diture was, and how it was to he
made up. There is much of that ex-
penditure over which the House has no
control as, for instance, the salaries paid
to public servants; but there is the addi-
tional revenue the Treasurer will have duwring
the year, and on that score I do not think
lie has justified the Bill before us. As this
{ax will he collectable over the whole of the
year, it seems to me we should have had the
Estimates submitted to us, so that we might
know whether we were justified in passing
the Bill in its present form. Members sup-
porting the Government must find diffienlty
in reconciling themselves to a faxing meas-
ure of this nature without having any know-
ledze of how the money is to be used. The
information available to us has to be gar-
nered from various sources, and that which
1 prefer to use, for 1 presume it is fairly
aceurate, is the information that reached
Western Austrnlin from the recent Loan
Council meetihg, Let me point out the posi-
tion of the revenue acecount and the ex-
penditure of last year, and the estimated
revenue and expenditure for the coming
year, as gathered from the souree I have
mentioned. The revenue of last year was
£8,332,000, and the estimated revenue for
Lhis year is £8,460,000, or an increase of
£128,000. Whether or not the Treasurer
can justify the Bill in face of thaf, is for
him to explain. The expenditure last year
was £9,196.000, and the estimated expendi.
ture this vear is £0.310,000. or an inerease
of £114,000. That is where this House ought
to have some say; we should be.able to de-
termine whether we are justified in agreeing
to the Bill in the light of that information.
There are our industries, primary and see-
cndary, to be considered. For the moment
T am concerned about the primary indus-
tries.

The Minister for Justice: Our population
is increasing all the time.

Mr. LATHAM: That is admitted.

The Minister for Justice: And the social
services we render are also increasing.

Mr. LATHAM: As the population in-
creases, those serviees bring into aetivity
more workers. Whether we are reaching the
stage where the workers are not going fo
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carn anything, I cannot say. During the
lust few years we have reduced expenditure
oun the lines mentioned by the Minister, and
we were justiied in reducing it, knowing
what the revenue of the State was. If we
are going to get back to the extravagant
expenditure that previously obtained, there
is noibing but chaos ahead of the State. 1
tremble to think what is going to happen if
we do not get a grip of the expenditure.
The House is not justified in giving the
Treasurer additional money until we know
how every penny of it is to be expended.

The Minister for Mines: This means only
the amount that you expected to get from
your tax, so it is not additional.

Mr. LATHAM: We expected
£300,000.

The Minister for Mines: No, £400,000.

Mr. LATHAM: We got only seven-
twelfths of the estimate, but in this instanee
there is going to be not less than eleven-
twelfths. The Minister for Railways knows
what the Bill contains.

The Minister for Mines: So do L

Mr. LATHAM: It is to be retrospective
to the 31st July.

The Minister for Mines: For one section.

Myr. LATHAM: Yes, I want to know why
we should differentiate beetween the sections.

The Minister for Works: The others are
fo ret concessions.

Mr. LATHAM: When the Supply Bill
was before the House we allowed it to pass,
on the usual understanding that the Esti-
mates would be bronght down early. There
ix no objection to the passing of a Supply
Bill, for the Treasurer must have Supply,
but there are objections to the introdunction
of a taxing measure before we have had
from the Treasurer an explanation of his
position. This tax cannot be justified to-
day.

The Minister for Mines: Why not?

Mr, LATHAM: Look at the loan money
the Treasurer will receive. All these pay-
ments will assist revenue. The Loan
Funds this vear are estimated to reach
£2.670,000.

The Minister for Justice:
terest bills to meet.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. The relief the
State has obtained by the £52,000 reduc-
tion of interest on overseas econversions is
not an actual relief, because the amonnt
will be taken off the allowable deficit, but
the exchange on the money will represent
a c¢redit to the Treasurer.

to get

There are in-
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The Minister for Works:
too sure of that yet.

Mr. LATHAM: We ought to know more
about it, [If the Treasurer had submitted
his Budget to the House be would have
told members all about it.

The Minister for Mines: Did you ever
know a Treasurer to bring down his Bud-
get ab this time of the vear?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes.

The Minister for Mines:
Western Australia.

Mr. LATHAM: When the ex-Premier
came back from the Loan Council meeting
last year, the first thing he did was to
bring down the Estimates.

We are not

Never in

The Minister for Mines: When was
that meeting held$

Mr. LATHAM: 1 cannot say from
memory.

The Minister for Mines: The Estimates
will this year come down earlier than they
have ever been submitted in the history of
the State.

Mr. LATHAM: We have not got them
yet. The cart has been put bhefore the
horse. That is not fair to the House. I
am sure members opposite will not agree
to people being taxed, when they are
either on the hasic wage or getting very
little above if, without knowing how the
money 15 to be used.

The Minister for Mines: You did not
hesitate to tax people receiving £1 a week.

Mr. LATHAM: At that time we were
justified in doing so.

The Minister for Mines:
think so.

Mr. LATHAM: More fuss was made
over that tax in the House than outside
it.

The Minister for Employment: Recause
you came down too low.

Mr. LATHHAM: And yet the House is
being asked to perpetuate this form of
legislation. Net only is this tax to be
made retrospeetive, but it is to be a per-
manen{ tax. We were able to give the work-
ers a little more than the Government pro-
pose to give them. They may be relieving
people of a certain amount of taxation, but
they are taking 23s. a year from them for
a worker’s ticket, and providing that they
must pay this in order to get work. We
took 19s, 6d. but the Government will be
taking 25s.

We do not
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The Minister for Employment: Is thaf
where the trouble lies?

Mr. LATHAM: Let us be consistent.
Last year we had in Loan Funds a sum of
£1,955,000, and this year a sum of £2,670.-
000, according to the information that has
reached us through the Press. This repre-
sents an.inerease of £713,000. That will
perhaps justify the assumption of an in-
crease in the revenu¢. Sustenance has been
a big ifem in the Estimafes, but the Trea-
surer will be able to save that expenditure
in the case of a large number of men who
have had to be provided for. It is diffieult
to diseuss a taxing measure without know-
ing how the money will be spent. We are
obliged to review the expenditure on a Bill
of this kind. I now wish to refer to the
handicaps the last Government suffered in
eomparison with those existing to-day. OQur
deficits ivere enormons,

The Minister for Justice:
were.

Mr. LATHAM: They amounted to——

The Minister for Justice: One and a
half milliens.

Mr. LATHAM: The year after we took
office the deficit was about a quarter of a
million and it went up to a little over one
million.

The Minister for Mines:
and a half.

Mr. LATHAM: Our first halance was
about a quarter of a million, and next vear
it was

The Minister for Mines: One million six
hundred thousand pounds,

The Minister for Empioyment: Anvway,
forget it.

Mr. LATHAM : The position in Australia
hecame so desperate that the Premiers’ Plan
was drawn up. This was hased on the bal-
ancing of .the Budgets at the end of this
financial year. Last year we were requested
to reduee our deficit from 1! million ta
three-quarters of a million, which was im-
possible, although it was reduced to
£800,000. TIf it was possible to. do that then,
it ought to he still move possible to reduce
our deficit this vear,

The Premier: In what direction?

Mr. LATHAM: This is the first time a
taxing measure has heen submitted when
the House has no knowledge as to the ex-
tent to which the tax is justified. TIn a gen-
eral way, we will say it is justified, just as

They always

To a million
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it was last year, but then we had the Esti--
mates hefore us. We knew what the defi-
cieney would be for ihe year, and we knew
that additional money was required. Com-
pared with last year, the Premier will have
a great deal more money than we had dur-
ing the previous three years.

'Phe Minister for Employwent: Not neces-
sarily.

Mr. LATHAM: It is certainly difficult to
gsee what is shead of us. I am sorry we
are not possessed of the information we
should have bhefore being asked to discnss
this important legislation. I mnofice that
any amount over 10s, will be taxed as if it
were £1, whereas under the existing Act the
mmount must be 13s. before it can be taxed
as £1. The Government are going to ré-
lieve married men from taxation if in re-
ceipt of under £3 10s. a week, but imme-
diately the basic wage rises another shilling
they will be taxed on £+ a week.  The
basie wage fo-day is £3 9s. 3d, and an in-
crease of 1s. will bring them within the
opervations of the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: You brought
people under it when they were earning £2
a week, They will be 30s. hetter off than
under your legislation.

Mr. LATHAM: 1T do not know how the
Minister works that out.

The Minister for Mines: They do not pay
the tax.

The Minister for Employment: The Bill
does not bring sustenance men into it.

Mr. LATHAM: The Government may not
he taxing the man oun the lower rate, hut
the money is heing eollected from him by
other menns. Lust vear, when the Bill was
hefore the House, the Premier and the mem-
her for Guildford-AMidland (Hon. W. D,
Johnson) complained that theve was no dif-
ferentiation hetween ringle and married men,
and that a man with eight children would
he taxed the same as a single man withount
dependants.  The same thing applies in this
case after a man reaches £3 10s. n week.
Consideration should he given to men with
big families, especiallv when 'they are on
the lower rate. The married man on £3 10«
a week will pay 1s., whereas he paid 1s. 13d.
under our Aect.

The Minister_for Mines: He did nothing
of the kind. You ought to correct vour
figures,
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Mr. LATHAM: He was taxed on £3 un-
der our Aect, and the amount had to exceed
an additional 15s. before the tax was in-
creased. He is now taxed 4d. extra when
his income exceeds £3 10s.

The Minister for Mines: ITow mueh is
that on the 43d. tax?

Mr. LATHAM: The difference is 1id.
Cnder to-day’s proposal he would be taxed
1z, wheress he only paid an extra 1id. under
the previous legislation.

The Minister for Mines:
fhan yours was.

Mr. LATHAM : T cannot understand why
the Government stop at the £8 a weck man.
We sometimes described the Inst tax as a
tax on a fat rate, whereas it was not su. 1t
was a tax on a pro rata basis. The more
a4 maun earned the more he contributed. This
is o graduated tux, a graduated tux on a
single man from £2, and on a married man
from £3 10s. up to £8 a week. There seems
no logic in stopping at £8 a week. Why not
increase the amount? 1 hope the Premier
will explain why le stoepped there,

Ar. Moloney: He might do that if vou
press him very hard.

The Minister for Justice: You do not
want us to get in more tax than is neces-
sary, do you?

AMr, LATHAM: If the Government can
zet in £400,000, why not lighten the burden
and inerease it on the man who can afford
to payv?

The Minister for Mines: It is wonderful,
vou did not think of that last vear.

M. LATHAM: We imposed a small tax,

Mr. Raphael: You eertainly imposed it
on small wages.

My, LATHAM: I admit that.

The Premier: Your tax was designed to
hring in the greater amount from the lower-
paid wages man, and now vou are talking
of getting it from the higher-paid myn.

Mr. LATHAM: Collectively it was a fair
mpount of money, but did not greatly hurt
the individual. The ohjection to this tax-
ing messure is that it is to be retrospective,

Mr. Raphacl: Hear, hear!

My, LATIIAM: The man who recetves a
monthly salary will have been paid up to
the end of July, and the man who receives
it fortnightly, as the civil servanis do, will
be taxed for some of the days in July.

The tax is less
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r. Wanshrough: There are some men,
the postal eofficials for instanee, who e
paying your tax retrospectively on their in-
comes at 3d. in the pound.

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier will he
pleased to know that. I did wot think any
tax was heing collected now. It musr be
illegally collected.

The Alinister for Ewmployinent: You did
not hesitate ro make the 223 per cent. cut
retrospective.

Mr. LATHAM: That was a  different
thing. I presume the House will have an
opportunity of discussing that laier. The
AMinister knows we were carrving out the
Premiers’ Plan.

The Minister for Employment: You did
not hesitate to collect the
from the wages staft,

Mr. LATHAM: Xo. Lverybody knew
what was going io be done, and all agreed
as to the neeessity of jt.

The Minister for Mines: Your Govern-
ment did not eurry out what was acreed
to by the Premiers’ Plan, -

Mr. LATHAM: We went as near to it
as we could,

The Minister for AMines:
extra added.

Mr, SPEAKER: Urder! Metbers ean-
not discuss the Premiers’ Plan under this
Lill.

_Mr. LATHAM: That vetrospective clanse
will hit the man who happens to get his pay
ab any odd time, particularly men in the
country, men on farms and stations, and
humerous men who draw their money, not
monthly. but just as they requive it. Al
these will be taxed as From the 1st July.
It they cannot pay the taxation in one swm,
1l is to be collected from them in accord-
ance with the wishes of the Treasurv
offieials. )

The Premicr: Under the Aet that your
Government passed, that was vers  much
more so,

Mr. LATHAM: No; not so.

The Premier: Yes. Your legislation was
retrospective to the extent of five months.

Mr. LATHAM: Not in the ease of this
particular legislation.

The Premier: Similar legislation.

Mr. LATHAM: The Speaker will not
nllow me to discuss other legislation. How-
ever, I think a fairly reasonahle ease vonld
he put up. The Premier will, I hope, agree-
to delete the retrospective clanse, which will

money  weekiy

With a litile
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not yield a great deal of revenue but wili
bear unfairly on some workers.

The Premier: Your Government, I re-
peat, collected taxation for five months re-
trospectively.

Mr. LATHAM : Not under financial emer-
gency legislation.

The Premier: Something similar.

Mr. LATHAM: No. We reduced salaries
after they had been paid.

Ministerial Members: Oh!

Mr. LATHAM: I know that Mr. Speaker
js allowing me a fair amount of latitude, but
it: would be courting disaster to proceed on
these lines, Retrospeetive legislation i3
wrong in principle.

The Premier: You were a member of a
Government that imposed retrospective tax-
ation.

Mr. LATHAM: The measure alluded to
was not a taxing measure. It was a ease of
overpayment of salaries and wages.

Mr. Raphael: That’s a goody!

Mr. LATHAM: I am sorry if hon, mem-
hers disagree with my statement.

The Minister for Mines: Still, you are not
surprised at our disagreeing.

Mr. LATHAM: The two sides of the
Chamber cannot be expected to agree on
every point. Those who will he hit hardest
by the tax are the civil servants. Beeause
T happened to see something in the Press,
it is not to be inferred that I am in the
slightest degree influenced by it. I am stat-
ing the ease for the eivil servants because
this House reduced their salaries.

The Premier: Your Government reduced
their salaries, and not this House.

Mr. LATHAM : T acknowledge that mem-
Ters of the then Opposition did not support
ihe proposal.

The Premier: The reduction was made by
vour Government, and that is not the House.

Mr. LATHAM: But the House has to
nccept responsibility for it. The majority
of memhbers of the House made the reduc-
tion. On top of that reduction eivil ser-
vants were taxed to the extent of 41%d. in
the pound on their salaries. Under this
Bill many of them will be taxed up to 9d.
in the pound, and thus will be hit much
harder than ountsiders who have not had
their salaries reduced.

The Minister for Mines: It was no fault
of your Government that their salaries were
not reduced. Outside employees had their
salaries Teduced cvervwhere except on the
wzoldfields.
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Mr. LATHAM: Our Government did not
do that.

The Minister for Mines: They did.

Mr. LATHAM: Apart from that aspect,
this tax will affect the salaries of eivil sex-
vants as from the 21st July. the date on
which the last payment was made.

The Premier: That is a month back, is it
not?

Mr. LATHAM: It will be a month back.

The Premier: But your Government made
the tax retrospective for five months,

Mr. LATHAM: No. I disagree with the
Premier on that point. In any ecase, it is
difficult for the House to agree to a taxing
measure without the Estimates before us.
It is an unfair proceeding. We ought to
have some knowledge of revenue and ex-
penditure anticipated for this financial year.
We should be placed in a position to judge
for ourselves whether or not it is justifiable
to impose this partienlar taxation any
longer. With the information I have before
me as to increased revenue estimated by the
Premier and the large amount of £715,000
additional lean funds to be made availabhle,
I ¢laim that the Government are not justi-
fied in imposing the amount of taxation for
whieh the Bill asks.

The Minister for Justice: Does not this
taxation represent part of the anticipated
revenue?

Mr. LATHAM: The £114,000 may be
made up from taxatton which we imposed
last year; I do not know. However, there
will he five or at least four twelfths more
availabte.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is merely esti-
mated on the basis on which vou estimated.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know where this
estimate comes from. T have tried to work
it out, but have not suceeeded in arriving at
any figures whiech enable me to guess even
roughly the amount to be expected. I do
not know how differentiation is made be-
tween single and married employees. T trust
the House will give fuller consideration to
impostng more taxation on higher officials
with a view to relieving some who are suffer-
ing to-day. Under the Bill single men will
be taxed as follows:—

On £2, pays 8d. per weck; £1 14s. 8d. per

year.

On £3 10s., pays 1s. 3d. per week; £3 153,

10d. per year,

On £6, pays 3s. per week; £7 16s. per vear,

On £7, pays 4s. 8d. per week; £12 29, 84, pei
year.
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Ou £8,
year.
For cach additional £100, £3 15s. per yecar.

pays Gs. per week; £13 12s. per

Under this measnre married men will he

taxed as follows:—

On £3 10s., pays 1s. per week; £3 0s. 8d

per year.

On £4 10s.,, pays 1s. 8d. per week; £1 17s.

6d. per year.

On £6, pays 3s. per week; £7 16s. per year.

On £7, pays 4s. 8d. per week; £12 2s. 8d.

per year.

On £8, pays 63 per week; £15 12s. per year.
For each additional £100, £3 15s. per year.
On top of that, the bhigher-paid men will
have to mect a Federal and a State income

tax.

The Minister for Justice: And you are
asking that under this Bill the rate for them
should be raised.

Mr. LATHAM: No. I want the taxation
spread more evenly. The man on £6, £7 or
£8 a week is not as well able to pay this tax
as is the man on £3,000 or £4,000 a year,

The Minister for Mines: But your Gov-
ernment taxed sustenance workers, men on
25s. a week. They were made to pay the
4144,

My. LATHHAM : Yes; and our Government
gave them additional work for the 4l4d.

Ministerial Member : You gave them
plenty of work, but dashed little to eat!

Mr. LATHAM: The workers were as well
off then as they are now. I do not support
the Bill as it stands, and T protest against
its introduetion when the Estimates are not
before the Chamber. If the measure is to
be retrospective for three or four weeks, it
might as well he vetrospective for six weeks;
I would not have minded that. However, I
acknowledge that one would not be justified
in asking that the Estimates should be
pussed before such legislation as this is
enacted. On the other hand, we certainly
ought to know how the money is to be ex-
pended.

The Minister tor Mines: Your Govern-
ment had a continuons sitting of the House
for 12 months, and were vour Estimates
down at this period of the session?

Mr. LATHAM: No; but I do not think
any of our taxation proposals were sub-
mitted hefore the FEstimates had been
brought down.

The Minister for Mines: I have been here
for 21 years, and I can say that the Esti-
mates have never been down at this stage
of the session.
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Mr. LATHAM: Had the Premier ap-
proached me, this side would have assisted
him by dispensing with the Address-in-reply
dehate on this occasion.

The Premier: The Address-in-reply is
governed by the Standing Orders of ihis
House, and not by my desires.

Mr, LATHAM: That is so; but, at the
same time, hon. members are amenable to
reason, and no doubt they would have
assisted in the direction indicated. Not
much is gained from a debate on the
Address-in-reply. I disagree with the old
story that the debate is a safety valve. At
any rate, not muach of a safety valve is
needed three years hefore a general election.
I think the debate is a waste of time and
moeney.

The Minister for Mines: We will see if it
cannot be cut out next time.

Mr, LATHAM: We will favourably con-
sider that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon.
member to address himself to the Bill

Mr. LATHAM: The objectionable elauses
of the Bill T propose to deal with in the
Commitiee stage. 1 cannot support the
second reading of the measure.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [3.12]: I wish
to compare the Government’s Bill with the
measure on the statute-book, which expired
by effluxion of time on the 30th June last.

Mr. Latham: That is the taxing measure,

Mr. STUBBS: However, the point I wish
to make clear is that this Bill does not pro-
vide, as the lapsed Act did, for persons in
the position of commission agents or aunc-
tioneers. How does the T'remier propose
to deal with then under this measure? Leb
me point out that people engaged in such
cccupations do not earn their money week
by week. How is the tax to be collected
from them? T sce no provision in the Bill
for the case of an auctioneer or commission
agent in the e¢ity doing business with per-
haps half a dozen different people in the
country. In order to earn his commission,
the agent, for instance, lias to lay out a
considerable sum of monev in prosecuting
his business.

The Premier: [n that respect the Bill does
not differ at alt from Iast year’s Act. There
is no alteration whatever on that point,

Mr. STUBBS: Then, presumably, the
tax will he eollectable in the case of those
persons at the end of the year, when they
make up their aecounts
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The Premier: The tax under this Biil
will be collected in the same way as the
tax under last year’s Act.

The Minister for Justice: The tax will
be collected on the man’s income for the
previous year.

Alr. STUBBS: Those explanations clear
up the doubt I felt. Notwithstanding the
probability that hon. membhers opposite will
differ from me regarding the position of a
man earning £8 or £0 per week, most likely
a man with a large family, I contend that
such an individual will be called upon to
contribute a mueh larger sum, proportion-
ately, than men earning £1,000 or £1,200
# year; and of these latter there ave a good
many in Westerm Australin, The returns
of the Commissioner of Taxation show the
number of taxpayers earning £1,000 a year
or over., With all due respect to those who
way differ from me, I hold that opinion re-
garding the man on £8 or £9 per week. The
salary of members of Parliament is suppos-
ed to be £600 a year. Under the financial
emergency taxation legislation, 2215 per
cent. has been cut off owr salaries.

The Premier: No, 20 per cent.

My. STUBBRS: Yes, that is the percent-
age. On top of that, members have to pay
the Federal taxafion, and now they will
have to pay the increased rate of 9d. in
the pound under the measnre we are dis-
cussing.

The Premier: So will every other eifizen
in similar eircumstanees,

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, but a member of
Parliament is in a totally different position
from that of a civil servant or any other
person in receipt of a salary of £600 or
£700 a year. Onece every three vears, mem-
bhers of Parliament have to face their con-
stituents and each week when they open
up their mail, they find some appeal on be-
half of distress in their district, and they
have to contribute towards the relief of
those concerned. Je gets no consideration
on that score, when it comes to paying this
tax.

The Premier: I would consider an amend-
ment to exempt members of Parliament!

Mr, STUBBS: T would not ask for any-
thing of that description, but I am merely
pointing out the difference hetween the posi-
tion of a memher of Parliament in receipt
of £600 a year, less the deductions T have
indieated, and that of any other person who
is in receipt of £1,000 or £1,600 a year, The
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latter is in n much better position fo pay
an increase in the vate of taxation, under
this legislation, from 9d. to 1s.

My, SPEAKER: Order! The conversa-
tion of members would indicate that too
many meetings are heing held on the floor
of the House, and I cannot hear what the
member for Wagin is saying,

Mr. STUBBES: In my opinion, the scale
of taxation proposed in the Bill will hit a
certain section of the community in a dras-
tie fashion, mueh more so than many mem-
bers seem to realise. The necessary money
could be raised if the burden were imposed
upon those more able to shoulder it, parti-
eularly those who are jn receipt of £1,000
or more, I regret the position of the State
to-day, due to the primary industries heing
in such a parlous condition. Because of
that, it is necessary to levy taxaiion in the
manuer proposed in the Bill. The interest
on our loans overseas requires that the
Premier should make every effort to keep
the State solvent. Unless the prices of pri-
mary products rise, it will, in my opinion,
he a matter of time only when the State
will not be in a position to pay the interest
on its loan indehtedness. The population
of the State is so sparse, and such a huge
area has to be governed, involving heavy
expense in the provision of hospitals, edu-
eation and other facilities necessary to keep
the people contented in the country, that
the burden will be found unbearable. Un-
less the stabilisation of the primary indus-
tries is effected, the State way find itself
unable to pay its interest indebted-
ness. It has to be remembered that the
city and every other town depends upon
the eountry industries for their very exist-
ence. Farmers and graziers will not be eall-
ed upon to pay much under the provisions
of the Bill now before the House, hecause
they have not the money with which to pay.
On the other hand, those who are in receipt
of £500 or £600 a year and have large
families to maintain, will find that the in-
creased rate will represent a heavy burden
for them to shoulder, Even at this late
stage, I agk the Premier to consider whether
it would not be possible to inerease the rate
to be levied upon those who ean well afford
to shoulder the extra financial burden, much
more than those who are in receipt of £400
or £500 a year. I shall nol oppose the Bill,
hecause the Premier is justified in iniro-
ducing i6. T shall support it, but I would
like to see the retrospective clause omitted.
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HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [5.20]:
L anticipated that something would be said
on the Government side of the House in
support of the Bill, and that it would not be
Iolt to be debated entirely by membeys of
the Opposition. There can be ne sound
objection whatever to taxation that is de-
sirned to supply the legitimate wants of
the Crown, even thoungh the taxation be
zevere. That mav be objeetionable to the in-
dividual, but if the ('rown wants legitimately
ihe money which is in the taxpayer’s pocket,
there is no question about the right of the
Crown to make that demand upon the tax-
paxer. That is incontrovertible, and, pur-
suing it to the whole length, that faet would
Justify the taking by the Crown from the
taxpaver every single penny-picce he owned,
shonld the neeessity arive. But  he-
{fore any taxation, however light, ean be
maposed upon the subject. it is necessary
Lor the Crown to show, first of all, that the
taxation is required for the proper wants of
ithe Crown, that there exists some absolate
necessity to collect taxation for some proper
existing wont of the State. Secondly, it is
necessary to show the amount it is necessary
to raise by means of the taxation. TIf must
not be left indefinite. The burden to be im-
posed is definite and ascertainable. and that
must be put clearly forward when the taxa-
tion measure is introdueed. Lastly, it is
necessary to justify the method by which
it is proposed the tax shall be collected, to
show that it is equitable and fair and im-
poses only a due burden on each subjeet.
'The Bill before the House does not attemnt,
nor did the Treasurer attempt, in justifiea-
tion, to suggest any oue of those points X
have mentioned. The Bill has been thrown
on the floor of the House. The only explan-
atory matter offered when the Bill was intro-
duced was the reading of what every hon.
member can find in the Bill itself-—nothing
but that. No explanation of any kind was
given to the House. We were told that the
explanation or justification for the measure
would be made at some other time. The
only proper time for that explanation and
justification is at the second-reading stace
of a taxation measure, when the Bill is in-
troduced to hon. members and it is open for
debate. That explanation and justification
shonld bhe made then so that members might
understand the reason for the bringing for-
ward of the taxation measure, and appre-
cinting that, either agree with or dissent
from ity provisions. We are in the dark.
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Nothing except the measure itself is before
us, and we have had no explanations under
the three heads 1 have mentioned, which un-
doubtedly are applicable to every taxation
measure.  Since the measure is allegedly
necessary to recoup Cousolidated Revenue
for expenditure incurred in unemployment
relief, this House might well, in the absence
of any statemeut from the Premier of the
amount necessary fo recoup Consolidated
Revenwe under that heading during the pre-
sent financiel year, claim that there was no
justification whatever for the Bill. Until it
can be shown to the satisfaction of the
House, not to any one part but to the whole
House, that there is the necessity to recoup
Consolidated Revenue by this means for ex-
penditure of a eertain definite ascertained
amount, or even an amount estimated with
some degree of accuraey, to be spent during
the forthcoming financial yvear on unemploy-
ment relief, how ean members discuss the
measure and give their considered judgment
on the provisions of the Bill? During the
current finaneial vear the expendifure on
unemplovment reliel will be far less thao
it was during the lnst vear.

The Premier: How so0?

Hon. X. KEENAN: It will be reduced
by the fact that a considerable sum—the
exact sum has been challenged—of over
£700,000, excess loan money is to he spent
in providing employment. A large numher
of men have been taken off sustenance and
placed at work by the expenditure of the
additional loan money. That is beyond ques-
tion; it is mere common sense. The change
was clearly illustrated in the figures fur-
nizhed by the Treasury for the July expendi-
ture, which showed that £28,453 had heen
expended on unemployment relief whereas
the eorresponding expenditure for July,
1932, was £45,385.

The Minister for Employment: Does the
hon, memher complain about that?

Hon. ¥. KEENAN: No: T am pointing
out the reason for the decreased expenditure
There are fewer men on the sustenanee list
because there are more emploved on work
financed from the additional loan funds. In
other words, there is not much more than
haif the expenditure that was chargeahle
last vear against Conzolidated Revenue.

The Premier: That is a tin-pat com-
parison.

Hon. N. KEENAXN: But it is the only
comparison we can make. We do not know
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of any other amount invelved. Does the
Premier suggest there is no comparisen,

The Premier: You know that expendi-
ture fluctuates from time to tiine.

Hon. N, KEENAN: Then let the Premier
give the House the reason for the fluetua-
tions. We have nothing before us. Every-
thing is held back. e are in the dark.
The Bill was merely thrown on the floor of
the House. In the light of the only ia-
formation we have, which is the expendi.
ture for the month of July, and the fact
that additional loan funds have been made
available to go in relief of sustenance ex-
penditure, are we not justified in asking
the Premier what reasonable expectations
has he of raising the amount it will be
necessary to recoup to Consolidated Rev-
We are not told anything, and

enue.
what we have been told has heen of
the most vague description. In the

ahsence of any information showing the
necessity for the Bill, it is impossible
for any private member to say how far the
measure is necessary, because no private
member is in possession of the facts that
the Premier must have, in view of the
ample staff he has at his disposal to gather
the information for him. Neither have we
had any explanation for the necessity for
the Bill, nor any intimation of the amount
estimated to he raised by mneans of the tax
to be imposed. That should be the second
necessary justification for the imposition
vt the taxation. There is nv seund ground
for objecting to taxation, provided it is
shown to be necessary; and that necessity
would involve a statement of the amount
required. On this ocension we have had
no statement whatever of the amount it is
expected this tax will yield. WLastly, there
has heen no explanation of the particular
divisions of the rate of the tax, There
may be very good rensons tor the particu-
lar divisions indicated in the Bill, but we
know nothing about them. Necither Par-
liument nor the country knows anything
whatever about them. I do not question for
a moment that the Premier has good
reasons to advanee, but he has not given a
single one of them to the House. We are
entirely denied any knowledge of them, and
s0 we have the farcical position of diseuss-
ing a Bill in the cmtire absence of im-
portant information that we should have to
enable us to discuss it intelligently. In
those circumstances no one is possessed of
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any keen wish to take part in this debate,
no muatter in what part of the House he
may sit, 1t is, of course, a mere truism
that every penny extracted from the tax-
puyers by taxation nceessarily leaves the
taxpayers so much less to spend on the
purchase of the produets of our industries,
or to support industries by creating a tund
to cnable them to be carrvied on, There
fore it is essential to examine all taxation
proposals carefully and see that they do
not deprive the people of any money un-
less the necessity for taking it is the jus-
tification that exists, We have no evi-
dence of the need for the tax, and there-
fore there is an ecntive absence of any
ground on which we can address ourselves
to decbate the nuestion. I refuse to take
part in what is an abselute farce, and I
express no opinion whatever on the Bill

The Premier: New-found virtue on
your part! ‘

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [5.32]: I
rise with a certain amount of difidence be-
cause 1 have heen wondering whether it
would be advisable for the House to reject
the Bill on the second reading. We should
be told what is in the Treasnrer’s mind and
what amount he expects to raise under this
scheme of emergency legislation. I, in com-
mon with other people. was lulled into a
sense of false security when the change of
Government took place, because I antiei-
pated that emergeney legislation of this kind
would cease. We were told last year that
it was bad, unfair and inequitable legisla-
tion, and I fully expected that it would be
allowed to expire on the 30th June and
would not be renewed. Unfortunately, it
is heing revived in a different form. As it
applied previously, so it will apply in
future. True, a graduated scale has heen
introduced, starting at 4d. in the pound for
the single man reeeiving £2 per week, and
4d. for the married man receiving £3 10s.
a week, Tf the hasic wage were raised to
£3 11s., however, the married man would
suffer. If & man receives £8 a week, he is
to pay a‘tax of 9d. in the pound, but what
about the man receiving £9, £10, £20, or
£30 o week. Such a wan would still pay
the same rate in the pound. Surely the
highest rate should not apply to all salaries
over £8 a week heenuse it amounts to a flat
rate. Consider the position of members of
Parliament, who have suffered a reduction
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of 20 per cent. in their allowanee and who
have to pay the hospital tax of 1id. in the
pound as well as Federal and State income
tax. A member’s hand is always in his poe-
ket {0 meet denands made upon him, and
he has to fight an eleetion every three vears.
His salary is thus rednced to abont £5 a
week, and yet he has to pay 9d. in the
poundl on £9 a week. I listened with inter-
est to the speeches of new members on the
Address-in-reply  dehate, quite expeeting
that some of them would address themselves
to the question of taxation. However, they
did not do so. Taxation will not bring the
country hack to prosperity. Every penny
taken out of cireulation veduees the spend-
ing power of the people. We cannot hope
for prosperity until the spending power of
the people is increased. T regret that the
Premier did not tell us what amount he
cxpected to raise by the tax.

The Premier: I did: T =aid £400,000.

My, J. A, SAMITH : But why did not the
Premier give some explanation on the second
reading. T hope he will do so in Committee.
I shall have to support the second reading,
but 1 consider that the tax should be gradu-
ated differently to apply to people more
fortunately circumstanced.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) {5.36]: T in-
teml to support the Bill, hecause 1 believe
thut the people on the lower rangs of the
ladder were too heavily taxed. BEvery Hd.
taken from them would mean more to them
ihan would a shilling or two tuken from
other sections of the community. T feel that
additional information should have been
viven by the Premier. Possibly he will do
s0 when he replies. T huve been plied with
questions from many eclasses of people—
civil servants, merchants, and business peo-
ple—as to the amount the Premier expects
to raise by the tax. I was under the im-
pression that the Premier said he expected
to get £400,000, which wns the amount re-
quired to balance the reeeipts under the pre-
vious tax. The people who are going to he
taxed should bhe informed of the amounts
to be raised under the different gradations.
At first T thought that no provision had been
made to limit the duration of the measure,
hut T see that such provicion has been made,
T would oppose the continuance of the tax
indefinitely hecause, once a tax is authorised
by statute, it is difficult to get it removed.
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I consider that the incidence of the tax
should be spread more evenly and that the
higher incomes should be taxed a little more,
rather than make the hurden so heavy for
seetions like our own who are hard-hit in
all directions.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second iime.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1)}, £1,500,000,

Returned from the

siendinent.

Counetl  without

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 3rd August.

MER. LATHAM (York) [540]: Very
htile can be added to what has been said
ol the previous Bill. Additional taxation
taken Irom the people means less money i
circulation. There has been a tremendous
falling-off in the number of taxpayers, as
compared with three or four years ago.

The Premier: This Bill will not impose
any additional taxation. Tt provides for
the same amount of taxation distributed in
another manner.

Mr. LATHAM: It affects the individua!
in that some people will be paying £17 2
year as against £5 or £6 last year.

The Premier: It does not provide for any
additional taxation.

Mr. LATHAM: Not in the aggregate, but
it will be a much higher tax for many people
than that imposed under the Land and In-
come Tax Aet.

The Premier: No, it takes more from some
taxpayers and cxempis other tfaxpayers.
That is the only difference.

Mr. LATHAM: It practically taxes every-
body who is liable to pay income tax.

The Minister for Employment: It ex-
empts the people whom we wanted to exempt
last year.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and it limits the
tax when the salary reaches £8 per week.

The Premier: No, it only limits the gradn-
ation there.

Mr. LATHADM: That is so. T thought the
Premier would have replied to the dissus-
sion on the previouns Bill,

The Premier: Nothing was said that ecalled
for a reply. ’
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Mr. LATHAM: It is hardly fair of Lhe
Premier to say that. He was asked to say
why he limited the graduation when a salary
of £8 a week was reached. Yet the Premier
suys there was nothing to answer. Is it
intended to present Bills to the House with-
out explanation?

The Premier: The Government with which
you were associated had no graduation at
all.

Mr, LATHAM: That is admitied. The
Premier's view differed from ours. He has
st up a graduated scale, but the maximum
of 9d. is reached on a salary of £8 a week.

The Minister for Employment: We put
up our arguments for exemption last year.

Mr. LATHAM: T did not hear the Minis-
ter explain why the maximum rate should
be reached when the salary was £8 a week.

The Premier: You are swimming in deep
water, insofar ag your Government were coti-
cerned.

Mr. LATHAM: If the House is not to
be given any information, it is of little use
to talk. Pertinent questions were asked cur-
ing the debate, and the Government Llave
negleeted or refused to answer. That may
he contempt for the Opposition. The Op-
position may he weak numerieally. That
is not the fanlt of the Opposition; it is the
fault of the people, but even the Opposi-
tion are entitle to some consideration. The
public bave a right to know.

The Premier: Now we find the T.eader of
the Opposition argning in a way directly
opposite to that of 12 months ago.

Mr. LATHAM: Nothing or the sort; I
justified the imposition of the tax when I
spoke last year, If was required hecause of
the fall in revenuc. That does not apply
now because the Treasurer will have
£715,000 more to spend from Loan Funds.
When we raised money from the tax last
year we were able to remove a numhber of
people from sustenance.

The Premier: You did it for a few
months,

Myr. Latham: T contend that the Premier
has not made out a ease for the imposition
of this tax,

The Minister tor Employment: "We have
improved the position of men who have
been waiting for vears.

Mr. LATHAM: There has not heen much
impraovement up to date.

The Minister for Employment : That
shows the bon. member dees not know any-
thing about it.
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Mr. LATHAM: The improvement may
have been in compelling men to take out
union tickets before being able to get work,
compelling men to find 25s. for union fees,
or compelling them to make arrangements
for the payment of that amount.

Mr. Wilson: That is not correct.

Mr. LATHAM: I am going on informa-
tion published in the Press and I have not
seen any contradiction, The Bill proposes
to make the tax permanent until Parliament
otherwise orders, and it also makes the tax
retrospective on all inerements to the 1st
July and on wages and salavies paid after
the 1st Angust, although they mayv have
been carned from the 1st July. We have
the acknowledgement now that the Labour
Government at the present time admit they
are in favour of taxing at the source. Last
year they were definitely opposed to that.

The Premier: Not so; it was the basis
on which the tax was levied that we ob-
Jected to.

Mr. LATHAM: The Government did op-
pose the tax at the sourece,

The Premier: No, the basis,

Mr. LATHAM: It was not the basis al-
together; I am not saying that the Premier
himself opposed it, hut other members of
his party did. I remember a prediction by
the Minister for .Justice that the tax would
he established and retained in perpetuity.
He must have had some expectation of a
change. He took the advice of the present
Premier, who definitely fold the Premier of
the day that he was deliberately introdue-
ing the legislation for the purpose of being
defeated at the poll, that he did net want to .
earry on.

The Premier: I did not say that,

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is in “Hansard.”

The Premier: Tf I did say it, it must have
been said in a facetious mood.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister for Justice
predicted it would be a permanent Aet and
the present Premier said it would go on for
a long time after the emergency had passed.
I hope it will not; I hope we shall be able
to limit it. We have no right to make it
any more permanent than the land or in-
come tax.

The Premier: No tax is permanent. Every
vear Parliament can amend it. No legisla-
tion is permanent.

Mr. LATHAM: T arree with the Premier
that there is no such thing as permanency
in regard to legislation. Tt is usual, of
course, for the House to have the opportn-
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nity to pass a taxing measwre, bui the pro-
posal before us is going to take away that
right.

The Premier: This will remain in force
g0 long as Parliament agrees.

Mr. LATHAM: Parliament will have no

say.
The Premier: Of course Parliament will
have a say.

Mr. LATHAM: We cannot introduee a
Bill to repeal the Act.

The Premier: The majority of this House
ean decide anything.

Mr, LATHAM : The majority will decide
sometking that is wrong. Tt i= wrong to
make this kind of legislation permanent.

The Premier It is not permanent,

Mr. LATHAM: When we pet into Com-
mittee, I will read what was said.

The Premier: It is no more permanent
thun any other Act of Parliament.

Mr. LATHAM: I presume that the money
to be derived from the tax will go into
{'onsolidated Revenue. Last vear there was
4 good deal of opposition shown to that hy
members who were then sitting on this side
of the House; they wanted it earmarked
for unemployment. This year, we know
very well, it will have to be paid into reve-
nue, and will he used e keep the deficit
down, I have already told the House that
the Premier has not justified the imposi-
tion of this tax because he haz additional
Loan Funds.

The Premier: What have Loan Funds to
do with this tax?

Mr. LATHAM : The more Loan Fuuds the
Premier has to spend, the greater will be
his revenue. It is exactly the sane as the
levying of Customs dnties, which hring
money back into the coffers of the Federal
Government.

The Premier: What is the difference le-
tween the Loan Funds I expect to receive
this vear and the Loan Funds vou had last
vear?

Mr. LATHAM: The amount is £713,000
zreater this year.

The Premier: No,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes. The Premier ex-
pects to receive £2,670,000.

The Minister for Works: You had vour
deficit on top of vour Loan Funds.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course we are in the
dark at present, hut ii is expeeted that the
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Premier will budget for ihe smine amount
ns wus budgeted for last year.

The Minister for Mines: And we shall be
nearver the goal than you were.

Mr. LATHAM: The plan of the previ-
ous Adntinistration was to endeavour to bal-
anee the Budget this vear, and last year we
reduced our deficit by about £700,000, as
compared wirh that ot the vear before. If
the Premicr had followed that down this
vear, | would net have the same ohjection
to the present tax,

The Minister for Justice: You are like
the individual who ean go without clothes
for a few months but not forever. That
is what vou did for this State.

The Premier: You left the State naked

Mr. LATHAM: We did
money.

The Minister for Justice: Have we any
more money?

Mr., LATHAM: The Mintster is aware
of the small amount of Loan Funds we had,
In 1930-31 we had £1,759,263. That was
the vear when our deficit was £1,420,00.

The I’remier: Most of the money that is
required now will not eome from Loan Funds
at all,

The Minister for Juslice: Yon starved the
railwayvs and now we have to find moneyx
tor them out of revenue.

Mr, LATHAM: It will he the first time
it has been taken Erom revenue.

The Minister for Justice: We are effect-
ing repaits everywhere that were neglected
by vou: Parliameni House has had to be
repaired.

Mr. LATHAM: I know that the condi-
tions ave had, bhut we do not make them
any hetter by exaggerating. In 1931-32 our
Loan Funds totalled £1,380,223, or about
balf what the Premier is to rreeive this
vear, The Premier will receive £2,670,000
plus the deficit of £850,000, making a fotal
of £3.520.000,

The Minister for Emplovment: The fact
remains that vou did not do the work that
we now have to do.

Mr. LATHAM: Some of this money will
go bhack into rvevenuwe. If, for instance,
sleepers are requived at Mullewa or at some
other place, the cost of their convevance over
the railway will go into railway revenuc.

The Premier: The hon. member must
know thai the Commissioner of Railways

not luve the
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requires hall’ a million to put into repair
railways that his Government neglected.

Mr. LATHAM: If the Premier went to
the head of every department in the most
prosperous times, he would be told that
money was required for improvements.

The Premier: Buat the raitways have
reached a point where they eannot carry
on as they are doing.

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier, with all
his ministerial experience, has never seen
the time when his departmental heads
would not have spent every penny he could
wive them.

The Premier: One ean wear a garmenf
until it is almost worn out, but there comes
a time when he ean weayr it no longer.

Mr. LATHAM: Even if the Conumis-
sioner of Railways wants so much money
for repairs, it does not affect my argu-
ment.  1f he demands £100,000 per annum
for five yenrs, at the end of that period
there will he more railway equipment and
replacements required, and so the expendi-
ture must go on indefinitely.

The Minister for Mines: We do not
side-track our railway frucks needing re-
pair, as vour Government did.

Mr. LATHAM: When a man presents
woad arguments they are sure to be broken
down by members interjecting instead of
rising and trying to justify this proposed
tax. There should not he a taxing measure
hrought down hefore the Kstimates are
submitted: T do mot think this has ever
been done previously in this State, We
have never had a taxation measure but we
were able to see exactly what was to be
done with the money.

The Premier: We have just been see-
ing the operations of your Government.

Mr. LATHAM: That is very weak, and
does not justify the bringing down of this
taxation measure without a full exposition
of the finances. In view of the prospects
submitted to the Loan Counecil., with the
additional assistance to ecome from the
Federal Government:

The Premier: There is no additional as-
sistance.

Mr. LATHAM: There is that £100,000
to come. Last year we got £300,000 as a
speeial grant, and now the Premier is to
ret £500,000 plus £100,000.

The Premier: To keep the amount as ik
was last year.
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Mr. LATHAM: ! understood the ar-
rangement was for £100,000 to be handed to
the Treasurer to bring the defieit baek to
the amount agreed upon by the ex-Trea-
surer, and another £100,000 this year to
aintain the deficit of last year.

The Minister for Justice: No, we do
not get two suech amounts,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, one to reduce the
deficit of last year, and another to keep it
down this year.

The Premier: What we got was merely
£100,000 to make good the deficit of your
(Government.

Mr. LATHAM: And this year you are
to get £600,000, being a special grant of
£500,000, und another £100,000 if you will
be a good boy and keep the deficit down to
the sum agreed upon.

The Premicr: To the amount of last

yvear.
My, LATHAM: The only information
this House gets 1is that which filters

throngh from Press reports. Tt is not fair
to the House. I counld imagine what the
Premier would say if he were Leader of
the Opposition and the Government of the
day dared to do what he is doing now,
dared to toke not more than nine minutes
in introducing two important finaneial
measures. If the Premier had first sub-
mitfed the Estimates and explained that
there were certain taxation measures to
come, I would not have abjected.

The Premier: Indeed you wonld have
supported if.

Mr. LATHAM: T have always supported
taxes iniroduced by the Premier, exeept
when he varied them from the usual thing.

The Premier: But so eomplate is the
change which has taken place during the
last three months, that the hon. member is
not able to understand the position.

Mr. LATHAM: The Premier has not
Justified these Bills, nor has he justified the
differentintion between the man paid up to
the last day of July and the other man
who is not paid up to that date.

The Premier: Do not attempt to adopt
the virtuous attitude of certain other mem-
hers.

Mr. LATHAM: The member for Ned-
lands rightlv pointed out that taxation is
neeessary.

The Premier: In effect he pointed out
how diffcrent a man he is now from what
he was when over here a few months ago.
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My, LATHAM: We ean all apply thai;
I could apply it to members on that side
equally well. T hope the Premier will give
us zome information about these Bills be-
fore they go through, He must have some
reason in his mind for the determination
to set up a graduated tax from £3 10s, te
£8, and T hope he wil! tell ns what it is.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from 3rd August.

MR.. SAMPSON (Swan) [6.8]: This
anmendment of the Health Act should have
a speedy passage. It gives loeal anthorities
power to exempt from cerfain charges any
land on which septie tanks or other approved
sewerage systems have been installed, and
it provides for the making of an annual
charge for dealing with snch refuse as re-
mains after treatment by the septic tank
system. In another part of the Bill the
Minister is given power to increase pay-
ments for the cost of treatment of intecticus
diseases in indigent eases. This is a very
desivahle amendment. As a matter of fact
it has been earried into effect already, and
the Bill will now legalise it. An epidemie
might seriously increase thie health rate, ani
if effective measures were not taken, the epi-
demie might become State wide. From that
point of view the amendment is essential.
I regret that every year it appears neces-
sary to hring forward amendments of the
Health Act. Only in 1931 was the Act con-
solidated. Tn 1932 we had the Act amendad,
and now in 1933 it is again to be amended.
Presumably it will not be long before a
further consolidation will be neressary.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee withont de-
bate, reported without amendment and tle
report adopted.

Silting suspended from 6.13 1o 7.30 p.m.
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BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reuding.
Debate resumed from the 3rd August.

MR, FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore) [7.30]:
There can he no valid objection at this stage
to ghe Bill, whieli provides for the continu-
unce of the Industries Assistance Board.
We had all hoped that the affairs of the
board, which was brought into being by the
Act as a result of the drought that overtook
the wheat-growing areas in 1914, could have
been wound up much earlier than the present.
lime. Tf it had not been for the depression
whieh has overtaken us during the last three
or four years, and had the prices we had
been obtaining, particularly for wheat, dor-
ing the post-war vears, continued for a little
longer, 1 venture to say there would have
been no difficulty in winding up the opera-
tions of the board. Due to the tremendons
drop in price, mainly of wheat and w0 a
lesser extent of wool, it will be necessary,
unfortunately, to continue this legislation for
a further period, I am afraid that unless
there is an appreciation of prices dur-
ing the next few years, the number of elients
of the board will have to be increased eon-
siderably., I do not know of any industry,
other than agriculture, that could have car-
ried on so long and so satisfactorily under
the conditions that have prevailed in connec-
tion with {he Industries Assistanee Bourd.
It is a fact that, since the hoard eame inte
being, over £13,000,00% of clients’ money has
been redistributed amongst the clients of the
board. Those are large figures, which indi-
cate the extent to which the operations of
the hoard have been utilised by the 3,370
farmers who, at some time or other, have
come under the board. Among the 3,370
Parmers, T understand, are nearly 1,000 re-
turned soldiers. The Minister, when intro-
ducing the Bill, mentioned that something
like £844,000 had Theen written off.
That is a tremendous sum. I am afraid
it was not possible to obviate that
loss. Although that amount has been written
off, the assets of the board to-day, on a
reasonable valuation, T understand, are
greater than their Tliahilities. The number
of settlers assisted. 3.370, has, aecording to
the figures supplied by the Minister, been
reduced to 1.418. T1f the present prices of
wheat and wool continue, there is not likely
to he of any immediate prospeet of reducing
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that number appreciably during the next
year or two, but, with the Minister, I look
forward to the time when the whole of the
affairs of the hoard may be transferred to
the Agricultural Bank as ordinary bank
business, and the work of the hoard wound
up.  Given hetter times and a termination
of the financial depression with which we
are at present faced, I think we can rea-
sonably look forward to that. The House
might well agree to the Bill. T commend
those who have heen in charge of {he opera-
tions of the hoard for the efficient manner
in which they have administered its affairs.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Commiitee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—YUNA-DARTMOOR RAILWAY.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd Auguost.

MR. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore) [7.37]:
T have much pleasure in supporting the Bill.
While at the present time the industry of
wheat growing is more or less under a cloud,
if there ig to be any future for the industry
in Western Australia 1 think we would not
he justified in ealling 2 halt in ordinary de-
velopnient in a new conntry like this. Dur-
ing the course of the Address-in-reply de-
hate, I mentioned that in my opinion two
railway propositions that were justified at
present were the one provided for under
this Bill and the Kalannie northward line.
I have noticed that there iz a disposition
on the part of membhers to think that, when
1 railway is authovised by Parliament, they
have every right to expect it fo be built, and
that it should he built in the ovder in which
it was authorised. I fail to see any justi-
fication for that viewpoint. It is the duty
of the Government and the State to con-
stract those railwavs, which, in the present
condition of our existence, are the most im-
portant. It dees nor follow that, hecause
a railway was anthorised by Parliameat,
say, 10 or 15 vears ago, there is any more
justification for its conxtruelion now than
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for the ¢onstruction of & line avthorized hy
Parliament to-day. Tn my opinion and in
the opinion of many wmembers, there is no
more inportant railway project betore the
conntry than the Yuna-Dartmoor line. Some
nmembers think that when a railway is au-
thoiised there is either an expressed ov im-
plied promise on the part of Parliament that
it will be built forthwith, During my ex-
perience in Parliament, T have never yet
heard n Minister, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, promise that a railway under dis-
cussion would he huilt at any particular
time.

The Minister for Works: The Wiluna lina
was in order to take the machinery to the
mine.

AMr. FERGUSOXN: 1 do not think it was
given precedence over other railway author-
isations, but in view of the activities of the
mining company at Wiluna, it was more or
less promised that the construetion of the
line would he expedited. 1 was referving
particulavly to agricultural railways. The
previous Government, ns n resnbt of the in-
spection of the country north of (ieraldton
by almost every member of the Ministry,
were definitely of opinion that the construe-
tion of the line was warranted, and with
that object in view, the Railway Advisovy
Bonrd were instructed to vizit the country
and prepare a report. The report has heen
tabled, and those members who have vead
it will appreciate that in the hoard’s opinion
ample ju-fifieation exists for the building of
the line. [ have had an oppoviunity of go-
ing over the country and have seen most of
the land to be served hy the railway, and
I helieve there iz every justification for iis
eonstruetion. 1 suppose there is no district
in the State, with the possible exception of
the JMidland distriet, where the setflers
have developed their holdings to  sueh
an extent wiih their own capital. Tn
the Ahdland  distriets, of course, the
settler have not had available o them
the aid of governmental institntions
such as the Agrieuitural Bank, and have
had to develop their holdings mainly with
their own eapital, but in the Yuna-Dart-
mwoor locality, which has been developed dur-

ing tecent vears when the Agricultural
Bank has not had much financial assist-

anee to offer for the development of a new
distriet, tiie Faims have heen developed by
their individual owners. There is a wonder-
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fully progressive type of settler in that
locality; in fact they had to be men of stout
heart to go so far away from railway com-
munication to carve out farms in a terr-
tory that in its natural state looked uninvit-
ing. But there is something attractive about
that nworthern couniry, something which ap-
peals to a man who wants to make his home
in it and develop a farm there, I believe
the resnlt of the development in recent
vears amply warrants the expenditure ne-
cezsary to hunild the railway to enable the
gettlers to get their supplies to the distriet
and their produce away from it. The c¢rops
that have heen harvested in that territory
ginee its settlement have been, so far as I
can gather, heavier than in almost any other
district opened up in the State, At Wanda-
long, where they have been operating for
something like five years, the average has
been about 25 bushels. That is 4 wonderful
performance for a new country.

Mr., Doney: How many vemrs have they
been operating?

Mr, FERGUSON: PFive or six years.
Very little in the way of up-to-date farming
has been done. Pioneering methods have
heen adopted in cultural operations general-
ly throughout the distriet, and yet the erops
have been universally good. The soil in that
locality is of a peculiar type, not similar
to that in any other wheat-growing
comntry I have seen in Westerr Australia.
It is of a peculiar texture or formation,
and there is something in it that enables it
to retain moisture, although the climate is
somewhat hof, to a greater extent than is
evident with most other soils in the State,
There is something about the sandy surface
which constitutes a natural muleh, and T
think that is added to by a thin veneer of
sand or loose soil surface. The farmers in
the locality are ahsolutely independent of
any September rainfall,

The Minister for Lands: Tt is the nearest
approach to coastal conditions.

My, FERGUSON: 1t 15 fairly close to the
coast, and there is a eertain hmmidity in
the atmosphere. The land is easily culti-
vated and is not of a heavy type. The secrot
of the =uceess that has attended the develop-
mwent of the district, and will stand to it for
all time, is that, being situated several hun-
dreds of miles north of Perth, there is no
stagnant mid-winter period aszociated with
it, such as we have experienced in other
parts of the wheat-growing areas. Tmme-
diately the crops begin to grow, they con-
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tinue to grow until harvest time without
showing the presence of any stagnant period.
Thai means that a mueh shorter growing
period is necessary. Tn most of the wheat-
growing areas our winter is too long, but
this particular loecality is idenl for wheai-
growing. I bhelieve heavy cropping will
continue there for all time. Another for-
tunate thing ahout the district, alveady
proved by the investigations of the plant
nutrition officer of the Agricultural Depart-
ment (Dr. Teakle), is that there is an almost
entire absence of salinity in the soil. TIn
many of our dvier areas, having a similar
rainfall to that of the Dartmoor belt, the
salt frouble is one of the grentest prohlems.
The Minister for Loands knows the anxiety
he experienced in connection with another
district with a somewhat similar vainfall, It
is fortunate that the further north we go,
the less evident becomes the salt eontent of
the soil. In this particular locality it is
almost entirely non-existent. I have seon
experimental erops north of the nrea where
the railway is to go, that is near the No. 3
rabhit-proof fence. It is situated in a spot
rejoicing in the euphonions name of Babhi-
shadonga, a native name by which the dis-
trict is known. When T saw that crop, the
cockatoos were playing havoe with it. and
all around the outside of i, the wheat had
heen stripped hy the birds. A man was
rioing nothing els¢ but shooting cockatoos.
Notwithstanding thix attack, the area yiclded
an average of 21 bushels to the aere,_al-
ihough it was estimaled that between 10 and
15 per cent. of it had been knocked down
by the eockatoos. [ sloubt whether such a
result could hove Dbeen achieved in other
parts of the State. \What appeals to the
experienced farmer is the large areas that
are available for cultivation and the uniform
type of soil.  The land ean be easily and
continuously worked. It can he worked in
iarge areas, where large teams and large
machinery can he made practical use of. 1
believe wheat can be produced theve possibly
more economically than anywhere else m
Western Australia, Thbe distriet is in elose
proximity to Geraldton, where a large sum
of money has been spent in equipping an up-
to-date port. The land is, therefore, too
valuable to be allowed to lie idle, and should
be utilised for the production of those eom-
modities whic¢h nature has fitted it to pro-
duce. T understand from the Minister it is
intended to use the old Horseshoe rails. and
that the cost of construetion will be lower
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than is usual in similar undertakings. This
will keep the capital cost of the work within
reasonable bounds. I hope the Government
will not unduly delay the constrnction of
the line after Parliament has sanctioned it,
hecause I believe there is ample justification
for it. With the advent of better times, this
should be one of the most flourishing wheat-
growing distriets in the State. I cordially
support the sccond reading of the Bill.

ME. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {7.52]: I am
not opposing the construction of the line.
T listened with a good deal of interest to
the remarks of the Minister. T wonder,
however, whether the construction of the
railway is warranted under present condi-
tions, and whether the Govermment are jus-
tified in going ahead with it when other rail-
ways, which were promised many years ago,
have not heen built, hecause, as the previous
Government put it, there were insufficient
funds for the purchase of material. T am
pleased the present Government have had
the courage to do something that the pre-
vions Government did not do, namely, to
take up the rails of the old Horseshoe line.
Now that three Ministers are represenfing
the part of the State concerned, the Gov-
crnment immediately realise that the Yuna-
Dartmoor railway is urgently necessary and
must be built at once. There are two rail-
ways that were promised in the South-West,
and approved of by the party now in power.
L vefer to the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook rail-
way, and the line from Manjimup to Mt.
Barker, Tt was a Labour Government which
10 years ago brought down a Bill which led
‘to the authorisation of these railways.
After years spent in holding deputations,
and after the expenditure of much money,
time and effort, the previous Government
were prevailed upon to make a start with
these works. The earth works and culverts
were constructed and the land eleared along
the route of the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook
railway, hut T do not know yet whether the
present Government intend to carry out
the undertaking. If thev ave going to huild
the Yuna-Dartmoor railway, they should
certainly utilise the halance of the Horse-
shoe rails to complete the Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook railway, We should all then be
satisfied. Many men in the South-West are
<out of work, and now that the earth works
are practically complete, and the culverts
have been huilt, T hope the Government will
finizh the jobh. Then there is the route from
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Pemberton to Denmark. The line was ap-
proved of, and the money set aside for it
11 vears ago. A new settlement has bheen
started 15 miles from the end of the rail-
way. A portion of the line at each end has
been laid down, and I now want the Gov-
ernment to confinue it from Nornalup into
the Walpole Inlet settlement. In my view
no new railwavs should be built unti} those
previously authorised have been completed.
T want to see every part of the State de-
veloped, but in some cases we do not know
whether a railway will be the right means
to adopt, or whether some other method
should be followed for opening vp the
country. The previous Government told us
they were going to introdunce road trains,
and we gathered that earth works were be-
ing constructed for that purpose. I have
never heard any more about them, although
they were supposed to be on the water at
the time, en route for Western Anstralia.
They should have been in Tunning order by
now. I have given up all hope of seeing a
road frain, but I do trust the Government
will not forget the Boynp Brook-Cranbrook
railway. Thif is of great importance to the
people who have been settled in this local-
ity for many years.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [7.57]: I
would remind the House of the resolution
that was passed some time ago that rail-
ways should be built in the order of their
authorization, We now understand that the
rails eonstituting the Horseshoe-Meekatharra
line ave to be nsed for the purpose of con-
strueting the Dartmoor railway. T gather
that there are something lke 51 miles of
rails fo be pulled up. Appuarently, things
have not gone well with the manganese de-
posits, and they are likely fo lie idle
mdelinitely. T am not oppesing the con-
struction of the Yuna-Dartmoor railway. In
common with other members on this side
of the House, I feel that wherever Eacilities
are needed they should be provided. I do,
however, protest against the Yarramony rail-
way being put in the background once more.
In 1908, an ex-Agent General collaborated
with Sir James Mitchell in a scheme for
land settlement at Yorkrakine. The people
were told that none of them would he more
than seven miles from a railway, but to-day
some of them are 22 or 23 miles away. That
railway has been the subject of countless
deputations. In faet, it is known as the
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deputational’’ railway. We are still waiting
for it, notwithstanding the resolufion that
railways should be built in the order of their
anthorisation. Onee more that reselution
has heen ignored, the will ot the House
flouted, and a new railway ig to be given
preference. It is alwavs the same when
it comes to a question of the Yorkrakine
railway. People have been settled in that
district for 25 years. In the very first place
they were victimised through the scandalous
man:er in which the line was moved to the
north. Many of these people have grown
old in the district. When I first visited it
in 1910, I saw many young fellows who had
gone there full of hope and ambition. They
went there on the promises made to them,
and as a reault of evasions and equivoca-
tions they have remained to see the pro-
mises broken. We are now asked to ap-
prove of the eonstrunetion of another ling and
of the Yorkrakine line being pushed aside.
I have a high opinion of the Victoria dis-
triet and I think it should have railway com-
munication. In common fairness and jus-
tice, however, to the other settlers I am
speaking of, their claims should have first
consideration. The Premier, in answer to
a question with regard to the utilisation of
the Horseshoe rails, replied that the York-
rakine, the Dale River and other railway=,
would he considered. I suppose that is as
far as the matter will go. 1t is on all fours
with everything that has happened in eon-
nection with the Yorkrakine railway. T ob-
jeet to this line being relegaied to the back-
ground at every opportunity, and to the pro-
mises made to the settlers being s0 freguent-
Iy broken.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [8.0]: I sup-
port the Bill. From remarks made during
the course of the debate as to the possi-
bilities of the area and its proximity to sea-
nort, i. appears to be an ideal new area. I
trust, howsver, that the Government wll
not extend the raiiwas to its full laieih
immediately, in view of the finaneial ques-
tion involved. The first portion of the line
should be built at an early date, as the pro-
position is most favourable, Now, however,
I desire to call attention to the position of
men who have gone out many miles from
railways on the promise of facilities of com.
munication. There are the settlers east of
Narembeen on towards Soothern Crosy for
a distance of 60 miles, and there are the
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settlers out from Karlgarin. These have no
earthly hope of helping themselves wiibont
railway facilities. True, a carting honus
has been paid for the last two or three
years; but if these settlers cannot be given
railway facilities, they should be brought in,
Tle present position, while tragie, is almast
ridiculous. The settlers in question went out,
on the promise of railway ecommunication, to
pioneer those districts; but situated as they
are now, they have no chance whatever of
suceeceding, The railway proposed by the
Bili is warranied, because there is settle-
ment now for a distance of 20 miles cut, as
the Minister said when moving the second
reading of the Bill. I repeat, however, that
in my opinion the whele distance of 30 miles
ghould not be constructed immediately. 1
urge cmphatically that consideration zhould
Le given to the unfortunate settlers picveer-
ing in the far eastern areas. If the Gov-
arnment do noi intend to help thosc men,
they should adopt a poliey of vacating the
area and bringing the settlers in—sand ine
sconer, the better. T shall not refer to the
Brookton-Annadale railway at this juncture,
beeause T consider it unjust to attach to the
present Government the responsibility for
that line. Moreover, they have now the pos-
sibility of building a more payable railway.
1 mia hopefnl that when the depression lifis
and the State comes into its own again as
recrards wheat-growing, the Brookton-Anna-
dale railway will be built. Meantime I con-
gratulate the Government on the intvodue-
tion of the present Bill, and in econclusion
urge again the need for extending considera-
tion to the pionecers of the eastern wheat-
helt,

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
{84]: With all due respect to the member
for Avon {Mr. Griftiths) and the Yarramony
railway, I personally see little justification
for the plea that railwayvs should be con-
strueted in the order of their authorisation.
I prefer that they should be construeted in
the order of their apparent urgency. I am
enfirely at one with all the submissions of
the member for Irwin-Moore (Mr, Fer-
guson} except that one whieh was embodied
in his opening remarks, He then indicated
that the two railways erving most loudly for
construction were the line under discussion
at the moment and a line from Kalannio
northward. The latter may be to some ex-
tent urgent, but T do not want the hon.
member's references to it to coax the atten-
tion of the Honse from the needs of that
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portion of the 3.500-farms scheme which
lies south-east of Karlgarin and east of
Newdegate.  If a comparison between the
1espective railway needs of the iwo distriets
were permissible, T would say that the needs
vl the Lakes aven south-east of Karlgarin
entitled it to the first attention and sym-
pathy of the Chamber; but T am given to
understand that the construction of one line
iz not contingent npon that of the other at
all, that irrespective of what may happen
to the project hefore the House the other
Jine will not be proceeded with for some
time. If the question is put whether the
Dartmoor project is, justifiable, T unhesitat-
ingly answer in the affirmative. I am one
of those who about 18 months age paid a
visit to the area in question; and never in
all my experience of soils and agrieultural
outlooks in Western Australia have I seen
anything to make me so enthusiastic as did
this particalar piece of country. In wmy
opinion, there is no other tract of country
in Western Australia where at present & vail-
way is so plainly justified. At the time of
my visit the crops happened to be growing.
I think it was mentioned by the member for
Jrwin-Moeore that in the centre of the Darl-
moor area the erops, with a rainfall of only
it little over mnine inches, produced a return
of over 20 hushels to the acre. 1 believe that
the district during the whole period of its
existence as an agricultural seftlement has
managed to maintain that high average. The
member for Irwin-Moore made a fairly eop-
ious reference to the Government experimen-
tal plot some 20 miles north of Dartmoor, and
also mentioned the rather striking feature
thar despite the paueity of rainfzall there
nevertheless was always a sufficieney of mois-
tare in the soil to give rise to those won-
derful erops. AL the time of my visit it
was remarked that the mmleh to whieh the
hon, member referved avoze from the ex-
tremely fine pature of the top half-inch of
sund, and alse from the faet that that sand
was constantly blown to and fro by the
winds, Thus this uatural muleh and the re-
sultant moisture are retained throughont the
wrowing pertod. T am in favour of the pro-
posed line for numerous other reasons.
There i« the comparative cheapness of con-
struction, only abont £3,000 per mile. There
is the nearness to the eoast. There is the
fact that the building of the line will ab-
sorh a wreat deal of Iabour. From the re-
port of the Railway Advirory Board, which
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recently ingnired inte the project, it ap-
pears that the outlay entailed for the von-
struetion of 50 miles is £162,500, that the
earnings are estimated at £23,000 and the
working expenses at £17,000, leaving a bal-
ance of £6,000 towards interest. On
£162,500 about £8,000 would be required to
meet interest at 3 per cent.; and this woull
seem to indicate an annual loss of £2,000,
However, a private company laving wout
that sum of money for sunch results would
not say that there had heen, in the cireum-
stances, a loss of £2,000, but rather that
after meeting all costs there remained
£6,000, or suflicient to pay a dividend of
nearly 4 per cent. Looking at the project
in the same way, we must regard il as a
desirahle work. I merely wish to add an
expression of my hope that at present there
is no intention to carry the railway hevond
Dartmoor, 1 agree with hon. members who
have said that in the civeumstances existing
to-day any econstruction hevond Dartmoor
would be unjustified.

MR, LAMBERT (Vilgarn-Coolgardie)
[8.10]: I do not know that T ¢an wax espe-
cially enthusiastic about the building of thix
suggested railway. Probably it is unneces-
sary to go further than the statements of
the Minister in justifving the eonstruction
of the line.

Myr. Latham: Ts that statement in
session’s “Hansard”?

Membher: Na; in the DPress.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. wem-
ber would be out of order in veading from
this session’s “Hansard.”

Mr. LAMBERT: But I may guote from
memory. In moving the second reading, the
Minizter =tated that 4,500 acves were under
cnltivation in the district. Fle justified an
estimated expenditure of £3,500 per mile, or
a total of £175,000 for the construction of
the entire railway. I do not know that T
need bother particularly whether the line
is built or not, but the Minister has justi-
fied the pulling-up of one line merely be-
ciuse its working represents an eeamomn,
loss, a loss of portion of the interest on
the cost of construction. When the Minis-
ter claims to justify the pulling-up of one
ling in order to build another line fv soive
4.500 acves of cultivated land, it is time the
House sat up and took notice. Morourer,
it iz time this Assembly obfained 2 fairly

this
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clear idea of the personnel of the Railway
Advisory Board. Before the country is
committed to heavy expenditure of this de-
seription, there should he a close rerutiny
of the possibilities of the district into which
it is proposed to build a railway.

Mr. Withers: 1t was somewhat hasts to
pull up the Peak Hill railway.

Mr, LAMBERT: I fail to see justifica-
tion for the pulling-up of that railway. 1low-
ever, I neither desire to diseuss that phage
of the subject nor am I greatly interested
in it. "We ought, however, to fortify and
buttress the heavy expenditure which has
taken place throughout the country to =erve
people already settled upon the land, espe-
cially as the State has over £14,000,000 lent,
through the Agricultural Bank, in an en-
deavour to cnable our people to produce
wheat economieally. We all know that to-
day wheat eannot he prodnced economically
withonzt many aids which just now I mneed
not specify. Let me say, however, that with
such aids the minerals for the production
of which the Peak Hill railway was built
at a cost of £150,000 could be won just
as economieally as, with sueh assist-
ance, it is possible to produce wheat.
But that does not matier. If it is the
policy of the Government to pull up rail-
way lines, the Minister for Railways should
realise that the Sandstone railway, over
which T understand a train is run once a
fortnight, is 2 most uneconomical line and
it is uneconomical fo allow it to remain. It
is just as uneconomical to allow the Port
Hedland-Marble Bar line to remain and, in
fact, that applies fo most of the submidiary
spur lines to the trunk railways throughout
the State,

The Minister for Railways: Does the line
vou are speaking of serve anyone?

Mr. LAMBERT: If an honest attempt
had been made to use the railways—

The Minister for Railways: Whose fault
was that?

Mr. LAMBERT: That is not a matter
for me to discnss. If the Commissioner of
Railways says that, for the conveyance of
minerals over the JMeekatharra-Horseshoe
line, he requires so much per ton that re-
presents 50 per cent. of the world’s parity
price for the mineral, the value of which
has fallen by more than 50 per cent,, the
fact must be patent to everyone that the
mineral cannot he worked economically. No
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other mineral deposit could be mined un-
der similar circumstances if the Railway
Department adopted the same aititude as
they did to the manganese interests.

{The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment are not to blame because the deposit
is 400 miles inland from the coast.

Mr, LAMBERT: Nor are the Govern-
ment of India responsible for the deposits
in that country being 600 or 700 miles from
the sea coast; yet they are able to levy rea-
sonable rates for the convevance of the
mineral. The Mimster for Railways will pos-
sihly remember the specions explanations
that were put up, somewhat surreptitiously,
for the lavish expenditure on the harbour
works at Geraldton. That expenditure has
not been justified so far. The main objects
advanced in favour of that expenditure was
the wheat producing country in the hinter-
land that would be served and also the great
manganese deposits, Quite £2,000,000 worth
of manganese is there merely waiting to be
quarried and transported to the coast,

The Minister for Railways: You admit
that it is not a commercial possibility at the
present time.

Mr. Marshall: Nor has wheat been a
commereial proposition for the last two

Many members interjected,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Hon.
members must allow the member for Yil-
garn-Coalgardie to proceed,

Mr. Marshall: You are all picking at the
mining industry, and it is the only one that
is helping the State at present.

Mr. LAMBERT: Now we have this pro-
posal to pull up a line in which private
capital, to the extent of £150,000, has been
invested. For the construction of that line,
the Railway Department charged 2s. 6d.
for the conveyance of every sleeper required
for the work.

Mr. Marshall: If the Government charged
the wheat producers correspondingly, there
would be no farms anywhere.

Mr. LAMBERT: If the same interest that
is shown in the farmers had been displayed
in connection with many of our mineral de-
posits, the State would be in a different
position today. Thode minerals do not have
to rely on rainfall for growth. All that is
required is a commonsense railway trans-
port policy.
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The Minister for Railways: Who pays for
the transport.

Mr., LAMBERT: I am not particularly
criticising the attitude of the present Gov-
ernment hut rather that of the previous
Administration, when I say that had the
same solicitude been shown towards the in-
terests of the manganese deposits as was
displayed in the expenditure of money for
the Geraldton Harhour works, on which was
lavished funds at the expense of harbour
works ai other ports, the position today
might have been different.

The Minister for Railways: The railway
would never have been constructed had it
not been for the assistance of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. LAMBERT: Rails would have been
there.

The Minister for Railways: The (Govern-
ment found the money,

Mr. LAMBERT: And it may be news to
the Minister that the Tmperial Giovernment
would have found the money for £50,000
less; hut that was not my fault.

The Minister for Railways interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
Minister will have the right to reply and
the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie will
proceed.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not want the Min-
ister for Railways to believe for a moment
that if the money had not been found, the
line would not have heen built.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment were told that if they could not have
the assistance, the line would not he built.

Mr. LAMBERT: And there was every
justification for the assistance that was
rendered. I can read the Executive Coun-
cil minute cancelling the Manganese Com-
pany’s concession o show that one of the
reasons was that the company had not car-
ried ouf the survey for the line. The Minis-
ter was not responsible for that; it was the
last, inglorious act of the previous Govern-
ment.

Mr. Stubbs: Could not the present Gov-
ernment eancel the Executive Couneil
minute if they desired to do so?

Mr. LAMBERT: It will serve no unseful
purpose to discuss that phase, I am draw-
ing attention to the last act of the previous
Government, which was the signing of the
Ezxecntive Council minute cancelling the
company’s concession, One of the most
miserable and specions excuses sef out in
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the minute was that the company had nof
carried out the preliminary survey in con-
nection with the construciien of the
railway, Fancy a Government, after
£66,000 had heen furnished for the con-
struction of a railway, and it had been com-
pleted for five or six years, diseovering that
o reason for the canecllation of the con-
cession was that the preliminary survey for
the line had not been earried out!

Mr. Latham: What were the other rea-
sons?

Mr. LAMBERT : The Leader of the Op-
position must have partieipated in the fun-
eral rituzal, which I have referred to, prior
to the dismissal of the Government with
which he was associated. He knows the
particalars of that last infamous act of that
Administration. The ofher reasons em.
bodied in the Executive Council minute were
as superficial as the one I have particularly
referred to. At a time when the Minister
says it is uneconomical to allow the Meeka-
tharra-Horseshoe railway to remain, we are
discussing the problem of peopling the Far
North. I hope the member for Pilbara (Mr,
Welsh} will use his influence in protesting
againsi the tearing up of the line.  The
agricultural spur lings have always repre-
sented so mueh economic loss to the State,
and now we have the Yuna-Dartmoor rail-
way proposal. I am confident that the main
reasons why the Railway Advisory Board
has reported on the line in question and for
the great haste with which the Bill has been
presented to Parliament, ave due to the agi-
tation of a few interested land-awners and
others at Geraldton.

The Minister for Railways: Will you say
the same next week when we introduce a
Bill for the construetion of a line from
Southern Cross?

Mr. LAMBERT: No, of eourse not.

The Minister for Railways: Why uot?

Mr. LAMBERT: A totally different set
of facts and circumstances apply. 1 will
show the difference later on. T am pleased
to know what is at the back of the Minis-
ter's mind with regard to the construectian
of a line from Southern Cross.

The Minister for Railways: It is ir the
mind of the Government to provide railway
facilities for the people south of Southern
Cross.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
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Mr. LAMBERT: I am pleased fo know
it, but there is a great difference hetween
the conditions that operate in the distriets
concerned., In faet, T am surprise that the
Yuna-Dartmoor railway has been shown pre-
ferenee in the programme of railway eon-
struction work that the Government intend
to carry out.

The Minister for Railways: We are dis-
cussing the passing of the Bill, and your
railway may be the first to be consiructed

Mr, LAMBERT: That may be so.

The Minister for Railways: It will not
be constructed if we cannot get the rails.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Government may
be able to secure the rails unless the Man-
ganese Company secure an injunction to
prevent them from doing so. Before Par-
liament agrees to proceed further with the
construction of railways, I think the pre-
liminary investigation should be on a very
different basis. I have nothing whatever to
say against Mr. Ellis who, I understong, is
a very fine railway engineer. I understand
the other members of the Advisory Bourd
are Mr. Camm, the Surveyor-General, who
is chairman, and Mr. Sutton, ihe Director
of Agriculture.

Mr. Stubbs: What iz wrong with that
Ppersonnel ?

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 will leave it Lo 1he
House to say whether we are to rely upon
Mr. Sutten and Mr. Camm as to what rail-
ways we shall huild beyond those that are
already in existence.

The Minister for Railways: They report
only on the quality of the land,

Mr. LAMBERT: T see that in the district
to be served by this railway there is an area
of 7,000 acres under cultivation. What an
enormous acreage on the strength of which
to launch an expenditure of £175,000 at this
juncture, when the Agricultural Bank is
almost without a shilling, and when we have
to protect what we once thought to be a tan-
gible asset in whick we have invested
£14,000,000, and which brought down our
State Savings Bank and would bring down
every other bank if the present policy were
pursued. If there is one duty the House
should perform, it is to make a reasonablé
attempt to buttress this supposed asset on
whick we have lent so much money in West-
ern Australia. It is not only the Agrieul-
tural Bank, for one can see the same thing
reflected in our railway returnms. It would
be diffienlt to compute the enarmous sum
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we have spent in trying to foster wheat
growing in Western Ausfralia. It is not
fostering it to come before the House with
a Bill authorising the expenditure of
£175,000. Some members surely must realise
that the blunders of the past cannot be per-
petuated, that before we authorise expendi-
lure on railways we must have a thoroughly
competent body to make a searching inquiry
into the proposed railways. This will nof be
the only railway to show an economie loss,
Of course all our railwavs are economic
losses, and if it were not 2 matter of publie
policy we would sell our railways to-morrow.
The Midland railway is the only one in the
State operating at a profit. It is not publie
policy to sell our railways, but equally it is
not poliey to start pulling up our railways.
The position of Kalgoorlie six or seven years
2go, when the Great Boulder mine, according
to the general manager, had only six months’
lease of life, would have justified the pull-
ing up of the line ito Kalgoorlie, at all
events to the extent that the pulling np of
other lines is justified. T hope the Govern-
ment will give consideration to the railway
facilities required in the Yilgarn district.
There is there a larze number of settlers
who have made a gallant ficht to carve out
new homes for themselves, they having been
displaced in the mines.

The Premier: Ii is relevant to discuss the
Yilgarn railway on this Bill, because this
line possibly will lead down there.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am discussing it only
by way of comparison. However, seeing
that the traders of Geraldton have decided
upon the building of the Yuna-Dartmoor
railway, I do not know why we should offer
any very vicious opposition to it. A few
years ago they displayed the same enthu-
siasm for another railway that was built,
and also for the expenditure of public
raoney, countless decades before it was justi-
fied, on the building of the harbour at Ger-
uldton.

The Premier: Would not the question of
building railways generally be a subject for
the Address-in-reply discussion?

Mr. LAMBERT : This is not the Address-
in-reply.

The Premier: No, but these wider grounds
would have been covered in the Address-in-
reply dehate.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope before we are
seriously called upon to eonsider a report by
the Railway Advisory Board as to the neces-
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siby for building railways, we shall look very
clogely into the personnel of that board.

Mr. Ferguson: It is a very practical
board.

Mr. LAMBERT: I can quite understand
the hon. member’s appreeciation of the board.

Mr. Ferguson: Could you get a2 more prac-
tieal hoard?

Mr. LAMBERT: In the other States they
have advisory boards comprising people very
different from those on the Railway Advis-
ory Board in this State. We can all see the
monuments to the folly of public expendi-
ture in this State.

Mr. Patrick: And in the other States also.

Mr. LAMBERT: As the Premier pre-
viously said, you apparently have a tale from
the other States, and want to drag it into
this. In every direction where public ex-
penditure is contemplated, before it is aetn-
ally embarked upon we should have a hoard
eapable of advising Parliament as to what
extent we are committing the future finances
of the country.

The Premier: Fortunately this railway is
not subject to the influences that depreciated
the value of another railway.

Mr. LAMBERT: But that other railway
was subject to a report by an equally re-
sponsible officer that there was £13,000,000
worth of ore ahove the surface there to
be shifted. That was the report of one of
the most responsible Government officers in
the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
entitled to make a speech based on an inter-
jection. Let him return to the subjeet of
the Yuna-Dartmoor railway.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope the authorising
of this railway will he held up until we have
had a searching inquiry into it. Everywhere
thronghout the Stale are to be seen re-
minders of the reckless expenditure of pub-
lic money upon enferprises that it is not
rmy wish at this juncture to discuss. The
time will assuredly come when people will
see the foolishness of tearing up railways
that may yet serve a very useful national
purpose. Only a few vears ago, when the
people were waving flags and this country
was liable to attack, ore that to-day is worth
only £2 10s. a ton was then worth £20 per
ton. I only hope that if the Minister for
Railways is determined to pull up lines, he
will not use all the rails thus released to
run little tributaries into the port of Ger-
aldton.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Or into

Southern Cross either.

The Premier: The real question is, nof the
pulling up of a railway, but the wisdom of
laying down one.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know why the
Premier should keep reminding all of us of
all our indiscretions, nor do I know that
all our indiscretions are centred in me.
While the Minister proposes to spend
£175,000 on this new railway, I hope that
those settlers at Southern Cross, who have
shown a eapacity to grow wheat, and that
in a comparatively dry area, will he given
some consideration for the lack of transport
facilities in their district.

Railways:

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [843]: I am
pleased to know that some more of our
wheatgrowers are to be given railway faeil-
ities. 1 intend to support the Bill, not so
much hecause the number of settlers at pre-
sent engaged in that district will get railway
faeilities, but because the coming of those
facilities will bring other settlers into that
area to carry on the industry. A previouns
speaker said the railway would serve some-
thing like 4,000 acres. However, that is
merely the area being cultivated at present.
I think the Minister said there would he
something like 800,000 acres within the dis-
triet served by the railway, of which over
200,000 acres represented first-class land.
That there should be only 4,000 acres under
cultivation at present is due to the lack of
railway communication. I should like to
remind the Government that there are other
areas to which I hope they will give con-
sideration, particularly that compriging the
Lake Varley, Lake King and Lake Carmody
country. The settlers there are producing
wheat up to 10 bags to the aere, and the

settler nearest to the railway 1is 30
miles from it. They are carfing wheat
anything from 30 miles to 680 miles

At the present price of wheat that
cannot he done profitably, and so the
Government have to give a carting honns,
whielt Iast year cost the State £10,000. That
money is paid away and we have nol =a
pennyworth of assets for it, whereas if the
sum were capitalised and spent in laying
down a section of railway, we would have
the asset, the settlers wounld be hrought into
closer communication with their market and
would have n chance to earry on their in-
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dustry profitably, I hope the Government
will consider the matter of piving reilway
communication to that area hecause it con-
tains some very good land. True, it has
not reeeived the eulogies of Dr, Teakle, and
there is a doubt ahout it, but those settlers
bave heen placed there by the State, and
the State has an obligation to them. There
is also the matter mentioned by a previous
speaker of constructing railways in the order
sanctioned by Parliament. I hope the
Brookton-Armadale, sanctioned many years
ago, will be constructed in the near futwnre.
There is also the matter of the daplication
of the main line to Northam, on which I
may have something to say when the Esti-
mates are heing considered. I eongratunlate
the Government on proposing this railway.

MR. STUBBS (\Wagin) [8.47]: The Bill
before the House commends itself to every
member who knows the district, and I do
not think it will have anything but a smooth
passage through both Houses. I ask mem-
bers on the Government side, inecluding
Ministers, to remember that some years ago
a 3,500-farms scheme was launched and a
large number of people with a little eapifal,
some up to £1,000, started life in those areas
east of Newdegate, to which the member for
Pingeily referred, namely, Lakes King,
Camm, Carmody and Varley. Between those
lakes and Southern Cross there is a fair
amount of very good agricultural land.
During the last four or five years, to my
knowledge, every one of the scttlers, at any
rate in the area within the boundaries of
my districk—Lakes King and Comm—right
down nearly to Ravensthorpe, have done
wonderful work. Last year in the Lakes
King and Camm areas they produced some-
thing like 75,000 bags of wheat. During
the last three vears the Government have
subsidised those settlers by paying s bonus
for wheat carting, Now they have reached
the stage when they must have better com-
munication with the nearest port or get out.
The Minister for Lands has promised the
settlers to pay a visit to that area at an early
date. I remember some five or six years
ago, when he and members of the Migration
Commission traversed that area, we saw evi-
dence of the possihilities of the soil for the
production of wheat on a large scale, but
when the Minister arrives on the scene
again he will find suck a transformation
that, when he returns to the city, he will
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inform his colleagunes that a railway is jus-
tified, I ask the Minister to endeavour to
keep faith with those settlers by visiting
them in the near future, In offering my
full support to the Bill, I should like to
support the member for Nelson in his state-
ment regarding the Boyup Brook-Cran-
brook railway project. Portion of the way
has been formed, hut owing to national
stress and the high price of rails, there is
no intention of laying the line. May I ap-
peal to the Government that if there are
any rails over from the Horseshoe line after
providing for the Dartmoor section, they
will he utilised to keep faith with the people
in the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook area who
have been waiting 10 years for a railway.

Mr. Wansbrough: The rails in the Horse-
shoe line are praectically tram rails,

Mr, Marshall: Nothing of the sort.

Mr, STUBBS: It is nearly 10 years since
the line was anthorised and it is time it was
built, I ask the Minister to give favourable
consideration to the settlers in that area.

MR. LATHAM (York) [8.51]: I do not
intend to oppose the construction of the
line, but L should like to see a limit of 30
miles stipulated.

The Minister for Railways:
we propose to build.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister is asking
for authority to construet 50 miles, not-
withstanding that many other distriets re-
quire the few miles of rails available. I
am concerned about what will happen
when the 30-mile section is constucted.
There will be an agitation to build the
other 20 miles, and it is difficult for a Min-
ister to refuse. Admittedly, the best wheat
iands left to the Crown are in that area,
and all are within 100 miles of the port of
Geraldton. There are other people settled
in wheat areas that are entitled to urgent
consideration, and it is in support of them
I wish to say a few words. If is a des-
perate thing when people have sunk their
all in the venture in which they are en-
gaged, and when the Crown has spent
much money, that some of them should be
carting wheat 45 or 50 miles. What rails
are available from lines pulled up should
be vsed for those areas now requiring rail-
way communieation.

The Minister for Railways:
proposition.

That is all

That is the
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Mr. LATHAM : I know of no better land
in the State than the Dartmoor area.

The Minister for Railways: There is ne
idea of building more than 30 miles of
the line.

Mr, LATHAM: The Minister will have
to stand up against an agitation to build
the rest.

The Minister for Railways: Ministers
have to stand up against a lot of things.

Mr. LATHAM: Sometimes they eannot.

The Minister for Railways: That does
not apply to us.

Mr. LATHAM: I have found that out.
I have been able to profit by the experi-
ence of Ministers who preceded me and
who had to give way.

The Minister for Lands:
settle that country.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not complaining.
I wish to make a suggestion that has not
heen previously offered. The State must
cive serious consideration to the cost of
building railways and the inevitable tax
on the taxpayers. I suggest that the Gov-
ernment place the money received from
the sale of the land in a trust fund to pay
off the capital cost of the line.

The Minister for Lands: That is the old
“Bulletin’’ policy.

Mr. LATHAM: It is a good policy, par-
ticularly in these days when we have road
transport competing with the railways.

The Minister for Lands: It is too late
to introduce it now.

Mr. LATHAM: T have taken the figures
supplied by the Minister that there are
840,000 acres of Crown land of which one-
half is first-class. The proceeds would
provide a substantial balance over and
above the cost of construeting the line.

Mr. Marshall: Bear in mind that there
will be motor transport in competition with
the railway.

Mr. LATITAM : That point gives me con-
cern,

Mr. Marshall: We will carry the wheat
and the super. on this line and motor
transport will carry the rest.

Mr. LATHAM: If oil were found in the
northern part of the State to-morrow, our
railways would be obsolete and would have
to be content to carry the commodities
mentioned by the hon. member. Wheat and
super. wonld be the only goods carried over
the railways.

We did not
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The Minister for Railways: It is too
much to hope that oil will be found to-
morrow.

Mr. LATHAM: T think it is a sound
proposal to set aside the money received
from the sale of Crown lands to pay for
the construction of railways. 1t would en-
able us to reduce the eost to the people
using them and freights eould be lowered.
The Minister stated that Hyden Rock was
350 miles from the port. I think he must
have struck a very rough road.

The Minister for Railways:
from the port of Fremantle,

Mr. LATHAM: I cannot see how the
Minister makes up that mileage. Taking
the route via Narembeen it is 282 miles,
and I doubt whether it would be T} miles
further by the other route. In any event,
the natural port is Bunbury.

The Minister for Lands: Albany.

Mr. LATHAM: T believe Bunbury is the
nearest port. However, I believe the mile-
age quoted by the Minister was exaggerated.
I do not want the impression to gain ground
that those settlers are so far distant from
s port, It will put them in an unfavour-
able light as compared with the couniry
that we are now asked to open up by rail-
way communication. I accept the assur-
anece of the Minister that only 30 miles of
this line will be constrneted—

The Minister for Railways: That is so.

Mr. LATHAM: —at any rate, until such
time as other settlers ean be given railway
communication. The Minister for Lands
will put np a fight for the people mentioned
by the member for Wagin, The Minister
knows more ahout that area than does any
other member. He knows the development
that has taken place and he knows that
those settlers have done their part of the
work. Last season they had a record har-
vest, and it is heart-breaking to them fo be
kept so far from railway facilities and un-
certain when thev will get a line,

The Minister for Railways: You are re-
ferring to the Lake Carmody eountry¥

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, a line from Hvden
Rock to tap the eowniry east and sounth-
east. 'The construetion of the earthworks
would be useful employment for men. Tt is
often diffieult for the Governmsant to find
nseful work on which to employ men. On
the assurance of the Minister that only 30
miles of the Dartmoor line will be built, I
will support the Bill,

T meant
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The Minister for Railways: You can ae-
cept that as absolutely definite.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[8.58]: 1t is not my intention to oppose the
Bill, but I think that, as the Leader of the
Opposition has an assurance that only 30
wiles of the line will be built, I might be
justified in opposing it. The Minister did
not tell the House that the first 20 miles of
the proposed railway will traverse sand-
plain upon which no wheat ean be grown.
That is a well-known fact.

Mr, Ferguson: It is not correct,

Hon, J. CUNNINGEAM: It is.

Mr. Marshall: It is much nearer to being
correct than is the statement that the line,
when constructed, will pay,

Mr, SPEAKER.: Ozder!

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I disagree with
the remarks of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion when he snggests that the line should
terminate 25 or 30 miles from Yuna.

The Minister for Railways: Other rail-
ways in the State run through some sand-
plain, such as the Perth-Kalgoorlie, and the
Perth-Mullewa lines.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : Not sandplain
like this, which is purc sandplain, If the
line is to terminate 30 miles from Yuna,
I should advise the House to reject the Bill.
At the Dartmoor No. 1 there are 2,000 acres
of good country, and at the Dartmoor No. 2
there are 10,000 acres of good country., T
should advise members not to give too much
heed to the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition. If the construction of the rail-
way can he justified, it must ge the whole
length of 51 miles. I am disappointed the
Minister did not provide for an extension of
the line to connect up from a point near
Dartmoor, going to Mullewa, in order to
serve the Greenough River country.  Set-
tlers have been stationed there for many
years and suffered just as wmany disabilities
as those referred to by the Minister and the
Leader of the Qpposition.

The Minister for Railv-ays: The Railway
Advisory Committee have been throngh that
counfry twice.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We have some
commonsense, and it is not necessary fo swal-

low all the advice of the Advisory
Board. While I was Qlinister for
Water Supplies, I put this country
on the map hecause of the water
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facilities I gave it. I therefore know
something about the district. I ask the
House to be careful before it comes to a
decision on this matter, I do not want to
see the line terminated 25 miles from Yuna.
It will travel through 20 or 30 miles of
sandplain from which no revenue can he de-
vived. That country will not even ecarry
sheep. The line shoui? not terminate at the
point proposed. Even if it went on the full
length, the job would not be completed. It
would still be necessary to have a spur line
through to the Greenough River country.
That would ensure success for the new rail-
way.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [94]: I do not
know this country, but 2ll that I have heard
of it is to its eredit. Now is not the time to
indulge in railway extensions.  Our first
duty is not to provide additional railways,
and thus add to the indebtedness which the
system imposes upon the Stafe finances, bhut
to care for those farmers who at present
cannot care for themselves. The Minister
says that about 4.500 acres of this distriet
are under ¢rop. FEwven if that averaged 18.16
hushels to the acre, there would be no jus-
tification for the eonstruetion of the line.

The Minister for Railways: People are
waiting for the railway in order to open
up the balance of the country.

Mr, SAMPSON: I know the land is won-
derfully good. On the other hand, many
existing farms have been abandoned, set-
tlers have been forced off their holdings
because of the econowic conditions, and in
my view it would be mueh better to put peo-
ple on those farms than to provide facilities
for transport elsewhere, Living as we do
in an age when motor fransport is becom-
ing more efficient, and having in view the
fact that the quantity of wheat produced
in the Dartmoor area amounts to less than
90,000 bushels, it would pay the Government
to make a special grant for the transport
of this produce, even tz paying all the
charges necessary fto hring it to the rail-
head, rather than to embark upon this new
railway. T am sorry to have to speak against
anything that means new development, hut
in all the circumstances I should be failing
in muy duty if I peglected to do so. Vasi
areas of our lands are already served by
railways; many farms are already unten-
anted and are reverting to nature, and many
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others are awaiting settlers. It would there-
fore be wise to withdraw the Bill uniil the
position improves. When that improvement
does occur, 1 gather there would be ample
justifieation for the vonstruction of this line,
but 1 regret I cannot see my way elear to
supporting the Bill now. The cireumstances
and economic eondition of the world do not
justify it.

MR. PATRICK ((reenough} [9.8): [
am well satisfied with the reception aeccorded
g the Bill. The remarks of the member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) hardly
call for a reply. It is interesting to note in
eonnection with metals which are not now
of economic vaiue that the firsi railway builp
in the State ran from Geraldton to North-
ampton, and was constructed specially for
the lead and copper mining industiies. Prob-
ably the rails would have been pulled up
long ago but for the development of the
agricultural industry. To-day the lead mines
in the district are closed down, for, like the
manganese, they are no longer an economic
proposition.

Mr. Marshall: And the wheat areas would
pot have been so advaneed but for the gold-
mining industry.

Mr. PATRICK: Another point is that
these copper mines were right on the sea-
board, and were not hundreds of miles in-
land. The mines in the Upper Chapman dis-
trict are only about 16 miles from Gerald-
ton. That railway would have been of no
value to-day if agriculture had not followed
in the footsteps of mining .

Mr. Mavshall: Do you think that the
Horseshoe line, if put into good condition,
would only serve the manganese deposits?
Do you not know anything about the State?

Mr. PATRICK: It would probably serve
the pastoral industry to a small extent.

Mr. Marshall: Whose votes yon were glad
to claim at election fime.

Mr. PATRICK: No one would build a
railway specially for the pastoral industry,
because it does not provide sufficient freight
to make a railway pay.

Mr. Marshall: Does wheat do that?

Mr, PATRICK: Yes. 1n our railway
policy, when it is put into forece for the
development of the mining industry, we
thould establish a sinking fund so that the
costs of the undertaking may be paid off
within a definite period. Tt does not matter
how payable a mining Geld may be, there is
a definite period to its life. When a mine
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is worked out, there is nothing left but :
bole in the ground.
Mr. Marshall: You are speaking of omn

mine. In this case there would be hundred:
of mines.
Mr, PATRICK: Onee an agricultura

railway is put down, it is there for all time
becanse production is permanent.

Mr. Marshall: On the figures we have to
day, the line is a permanent liability upor
the State.

Mr. PATRICK : I know that interjection:
are disorderly.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is disorderly to reply
to disorderly interjections,

Mr. PATRICK: The member for Yilgarn.
Coolgardie suggested that as manganese had
come down in value, the railway freight:
should have come down too, and that the
manganese should have been carted over the
railways even at a tremendons loss. Conside:
that policy in regard to wheat, The freighi:
on wheat were the same last year when thal
product fetched only a little over 2s. a
bushel as they were when it was worth 3s.
a bushel. Freights have not followed down
the priece of wheat.

Mr. Marshali: The mining industry has
bhad to earry all the burden of the wheat-
growing industry.

Mr. PATRICK: People settled in the
northern wheat belt econsider they have
s just grievance.  During the last 20
years other areas have heen eriss-crossed
with railways, but it is more than 20 years
since any line was built ont from Geraldton,
I think the last extension was to Yuna,
This may be due to the existence of the
Midland Railway Company. If the Midland
railvay had not been a private line, no
donbt other lines wonld have been bnilt,
guch as one between Mingenew and Mullews,
which would have opened up a Jot of new
country. Some day that line will have to be
built, hecause there are settlers in the dis-
frict who have to ecart their wheat up to
40 miles. There is also country east of
Yuna out towards Mullewa. The member
for Kalgoorlie was fmistaken in ; say-
ing that this country wounld be served by a
spur line from the Dartmoor line. It
would have to Tun in a north-easterly
direction from Mullewa, and probably
would link up with East Yuna. The hon.
member also referred to 20 or 30 miles of
sandplain, There would he a certain amount
of light country on the first part of the
line, but it would be nothing like 20 miles
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in length. Most of the distriet is in occu-
pation.

Hon. J. Cunningham: To what extent is
it occupied?

Mr. PATRICK: People have settled on
farms there covering about 10 miles of good
country before one reaches the sandplain.

Hon. J. Cunningham:; I say this lipe
would pass through 20 miles of sandplain.

Mr. PATRICK: Knowing the country as
I do, I disagree with the hon, member,

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: How many miles of
sandplain do you say there aref

Mr. PATRICK: I eannot give the extent
in miles, 1t is mixed country with helts of
timber and belts of light land. The fact
that the country is in occupation shows that
it is not the worthless white sand the hon.
member suggests it is. It is correet to say
that the line should go out to the full dis-
tance, The area of land actnally selected in
the Dartmoor distriet is 132,000 acres. This
extends out ahout 30 miles. From then on
there is a huge belt of Crown land that
is ready to throw open for selection
when the economic conditions improve., It
is some of the finest land in the State. It
will all be served by the line when fully
constructed. The Leader of the Opposition
said wafer had to be found. However, in
one of the finest areas in Western Austra-
lia, Yuna, the same difficulty was originally
encountered; and the Government put down
hores, pulling them np when they were down
ahont 100 feet. At Dartmoor, 30 miles north
of Yuna, bores have heen put down approxi-
mately 250 feet, and an excellent quality of
sub-artesian water has been struck. To-
wards Dartmoor the boring operations have
shown that there are ample supplies of
water if one goes down deep enough. Retei-
ences have been made to the quality of the
soil, Most of the land carries heavy timber,
and is therefore expensive to clear; hut
nevertheless the cuality of the land is dif-
ferent from that of the land further souti,
which is of extremely light texture, with
sandy loam to great depth. The land here
always has moisture, hecause it carries nn
excellent muich. The so-called fallowinzx
that was done to produce the excellent yields
which have heen mentioned, was done with
one-dise ploughing in June or July, and
the seeding merely consisted of running a
disc drill over the land. The returns for
the last three years have heen 26, 27} and
25 bushels; so there is nothing wrong with
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the quality of the land. The Railway Ad-
visory Board bave declared the line to be
amply justified; and from a railway point
of view their report appears to be of a
highly conservative nature, since it takes
into account merely the freight which, ac-
cording to the member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall}, is the only freight left to the rail-
ways—wheat and super. Little outside those
two items is taken info account by the
board’s report, apart from a small guantity
of wool and some stoek. No account what-
ever is taken of expensive freights in the
way of agricultural machinery and so forth,
which will be carried when the distriet is
developed. On the basis of the board’s esti-
mate the Government would lose £2,000 a
year, but every railway must lose money for
the first year or two. Country eannot de-
velop in 12 months,

Mr. Wise: Is it economically sound to
encourage the production of more wheat?

Mr. PATRICK: That argument has been
advanced; but if it is not economically sound
to encourage wheatgrowing in Western Ans-
tralia, what is going to happen to this State?
Unquestionably Western Australia’s fature
must depend largely upon wheatgrowing,
whether that industey is ot is not cconomie-
ally sound. Moreover, if it comes ro a gues-
tion of economics, country such as this will
not go out of production, having regard to
its nature and suitability. Then there is
the argument that it is not good economic
policy to build railways at present. But
there is the question, on whaf reproductive
work are we to spend our loan funds? The
Minister for Works has stated that his de-
partment found it extremely difficult to
select works of a reproductive nature for
sneh expenditure. Certainly 2 more repro-
ductive work than this railway could not
be found in Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: We shall get
some result from this expenditure.

Mr. PATRICK: Yes.

Mr. Marshall: How many farms have the
Agricultural Bank on their hands now?

Mr. PATRICK: I am well satisfied with
the reception of the Bill at the hands of hon.
members. From my knowledge of the coun-
try to be served and my knowledge of farm-
ing I ean heartily commend the measure to
the House.

On motion by Mr. Nulsen, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL—RETURNED SAILORS AND SOL-
DIERS’ IMPERIAL LEAGUE OF
AUSTRALIA, W.A, BRANCH, IN-
CORPORATED, HEADQUARTERS
BUILDING.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 3rd August.

MR. LATHAM (York) [9.21]: I offer
no cohjection to the Bill, but it involves a
principle to which serious consideration
should be given. The measure presents to
the Returned Soldiers’ League a very valu-
able piece of land in the city of Perth. I
do not think any member will disagree to
giving the returned soldiers a piece of land
on which to build a permanent home for
their organisation; but there is the danger,
in giving power to mortgage, of handing
over the land to somebody else. Therefore
I hope the Minister will exercise with great
care the right given him by the Bill o pre-
vent the league from mortgaging tpe land
except with the approval of the Governor.
Apart from that, I think the Minister’s
approval should be required before there
can be a transfer of any mortgage. Prosum-
ably the mortgagee would be one of the
banks; and knowing the returned soldiers
as I do, I believe they would have in hand
a considerable portion of the money needad
to build the club premises. If that is the
case, no great danger is involved in granting
the right to mortgage. However, the Diill
sets np a principle notf previously admitted
in Western Australia. While I was Minis-
ter there aroze the question of an old grant
made to the Sailors’ Home of Rest. Re-
peated efforts were made to get me to agree
to the mortgaging of the Jand and building
for the purpose of extending the premises
and paying off some debts. However, the
Government withstood the pressnre exercised
by the organisation, and a means of meet-
ing the situation was found. I am net op-
posing this Bill in any way, and T wish it
to be understood by the Returned Soldiers’
League that I am offering ne opposition;
but I trust the Minister for Lands will give
consideration to the points I have raised.
In the event of a transfer of the mortgage
—and we have {o bear in mind that pressurc
might be brought to bear at any time by the
mortgagee if not a bank or a financial insti-
fution of standing—there is the danger that
a valuable piece of land given by the State
to the Returned Soldiers’ Leapgue might he
utterly diverted from its purpose. I am
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aware that the building is to be put in
hacd shortly. Though not in any way oppos-
ing this measure, I think it should be re-
garded as an isolated case and not as estab-
lishing a new prineiple.

HON, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [9.26]: While we all desire to en-
eourage the Returned Soldiers’ League in
their ambition to set up headguarters, we
should not depart from principle because
of that desire, The House has no guarantee
that this valuable piece of land will be held
in trust for all time in behalf the Return-
ed Soldiers’ Teague. Nothing in the Bill
guarantees anything of the kind. As the
Leader of the Oppesition has pointed out,
the Bill makes if possible for the league to
vaise money on the security of the land.
There is 2 minor profection insofar as the
Minister must approve of the mortgage; but
it does not follow that the Minister would,
under the measure, have the right to re-
quire the insertion in the mortgage instru-
ment of a provision for the protection of
the lengne against foreclosure. The mort-
gagee has power to foreclose. Possibly, in
years to come, the league might not be able
to fulfil the obligations under the mortgage.
Then the mortgagee would step in, and im-
mediately he did so the land eould be sold.
[n fact, the Bill provides that covenants,
provisos, and conditions may be entered
into; and these most likely would contain a
stipulation that in the event of interest pay-
ments not being met as requirved, the mort-
gagee could step in and sell the land, which
could then be utilised for other purposes.
Therefore, the measnre does not protect the
best interests of the returned soldiers.
Again, though the Bill mentions that the
land is to be used for headquarters of the
league, it is not limited to that purpose,
but can he used for other purposes. Some
of those other purposes might not be a
sound proposition from a financial and
economic point of view, and might lead the
returned soldiers into difMeulties, Therefore
I warn the refurned soldiers—though I do
not think they need much instruction or ad-
vice from me—to he careful in this regard.
[t is all very fine to come to Parliament for
a special Act, but a special Aect of this na-
ture does not give profection; on the con-
trary, it takes away from the character of
the trust under which the land is to be held
for the purposes of the Returned Soldiers’
League for all time. The Bill involves grave
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dangers, and I regret that it provides for
mortgaging of the land. Parliament is be-
ing asked to do something which does not
ensure that the land will always be under
the eontrol and in the ownership of the Re-
turned Soldiers’ League, to be used for the
purposes of headquarters of the league.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. F. Troy—>Mt. Magnet—in reply) [9.29]:
The Bill involves no new principle, for simi-
lar powers have heen given to other organ-
isations; for instance, the Trades Hall in
Fremantle.

Mr. Latham: But there is not power to
morigage.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
When a Crown grant is given, the grantees
ean do ns they like with the land.

Mr. Latham: But not in the ease of a
trust. There was a trust in the original
grant.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
there was a trust.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no trust
in this case.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T say
again that no new prineiple is cstablished.
In the ease of the Fremantle Trades Hall
there was a grant under similar conditions.
The Bill was introeduced at the request of
the Returned Soldiers’ League and if that
body is not accorded protection it is because
the league did not require it.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The returned sol-
diers may not have realised the danger.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
realised the danger, but they also kaew
there was no possible hope of getting the
money unless the power objected to hy the
hon. member was embodied in the Bill. I
understand the hon. member’s point of view,
but if the guarantee he desires were em-
bodied in the Bill, then the leagwe would
not he able to seenre the money necessary
for the erection of their headquarters. I
admit the point the hon. member makes, but
if there is any guarantee included in the
Bill, the bank will not provide the neces-
sary funds.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: The Bill embodies
a departure from the usual practice. In
practically every instance land so made
available is held in trust.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
not quarrel with the hon. member on thai
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point, for I do not like the principle my-
self. I do not like giving the power to fore-
close on the property, but there is no escape.
The Returned Soldiers’ League cannot raise
a single shilling from the bank unless that
provision is embodied in the Bill.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then it would he
better for the leagune to wait a while.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The posi-
tion to be faeed is that if any guarantee
against foreelosure is included in the Bill,
the bhank will not provide the necessary
money. The Returned Soldiers’ League de-
sire their headquarters and, taken all in all,
I think it is better for them to raise the
money and build the headguarters as they
wish,  The executive of the league know
exaetly where they stand and have asked
for the Bill in the form presented to Par-
liament.

Mr, Doney: The position has been exam-
ined carefully and there is no other way.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so. If any exception can he taken in regard
to the league having the right to erect the
headquarters, it is that they have been given
such a valuable block at all. In my opinion,
it has severed from the Crown a piece of
land that would have been availabie for the
erection of public buildings. The House
would not help the R.S.L. if the power to
raise the money by mortgage on the fea
simple were withheld. The league have the
bloek, which fact eannot he altered, and
it is essential that they should raise the
money. They know the full faets of the
position, and it is necessary for the Bill to
he passed in its present form,

Mr. Marshall: They could have been
ziven Government House and the adjoining
land without harm to the State.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.37 p.m,



